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ABSTRACT 
This project report revolves around the concept of love as a notion and how theorists, 
psychologists and researchers throughout time have presented different perspectives 
of it.  Due to globalization and the rapid development of technology, meeting online 
has become common in the contemporary Western society. The way people interact 
and seek for love has altered, therefore the focus of this project will be on the concept 
of cyber-love. Theories on the differences between the online and offline love will be 
presented, followed by the viewpoints of individuals who have encountered cyber 
romantic relationships. 
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“The minute I heard my first love story 
I started looking for you, not knowing 
how blind that was. 
 
Lovers don’t finally meet somewhere. 
They’re in each other all along” 
- by Rumi 
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INTRODUCTION 
In this project we will be focusing on interpersonal romantic love - the emotional 
attraction towards a person. In this project the aim is to look at the phenomenon of 
cyber dating and falling in love online. Love has always been a timeless topic; 
therefore we wish to explore the different perceptions on this topic from two different 
eras.  
 
Motivation 
The motivation behind this semester project derived firstly, from the fact that we have 
all worked together on a previous project with successful group dynamics, so we were 
keen and motivated to work together again. Secondly, the topic in this project is 
romantic love, which is a notion we are all familiar with, and found interesting to 
explore on an academic level. Love is a part of people’s everyday lives and comes 
with different emotions; it can refer to affection, fondness, pleasure, passion, sexual 
desire and familiarity. When we first discussed working with the notion of love as a 
main topic for a potential project, it was interesting to see the many scholars have 
worked with the notion and have come with different interpretations. After the group 
was formed we decided to not only define love, but also work with it further by 
delving into the ever-growing popular phenomenon cyber-love. The usage of the 
Internet has become global and many social and dating networks have emerged. It has 
changed the way people interact and communicate nowadays, therefore it was 
interesting to look into how romantic relationships form when people meet into a 
different set of circumstances; in a cyberspace, and exchange information, pictures, 
news and ideas. 
 
Problem Formulation 
How are the different perceptions on romantic love reflected on intimate relationships 
formed on cyberspace? 
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Overview of the Project Report 
The project report is divided into three parts; the first part revolves around the notion 
of love where different interpretations are described and explored. Theories and views 
by ancient Greek philosophers, such as Aristophanes and Agathon, and contemporary 
philosophers such as Irving Singer and Robert Nozick as well as the psychologist 
Robert Sternberg are presented. 
In the second part, the focus will be on the phenomenon of cyber dating and the 
different theories on the global change affecting the way people connect and 
communicate via cyberspace. Cyber love is a contemporary phenomenon that 
appeared when globalization and technology started rapidly developing. For this 
reason, we will also touch upon Appadurai’s work on global cultural flows, to better 
understand the hard-to-define phenomenon of globalization. Aaron Ben-Ze’ev’s work 
on the dynamics of online versus offline love and the SIDE model presented in 
Whitty & Carr’s work explaining the possibility of establishing a romantic connection 
without any offline relation will be introduced. The final part consists of the empirical 
data in which the personal views on love and cyber dating experiences are shared and 
discussed.  
 
Dimensions 
Throughout the project report we have chosen theories and methods found within the 
two dimensions, Philosophy & Science and Subjectivity & Learning. We chose to 
work with the dimension of Philosophy and Science, since love as a concept has a 
theoretical and philosophical character. In order to create a discussion that would 
represent several perspectives, we included philosophical and scientific theories. The 
scientific theories are based on epistemological knowledge; facts derived from several 
experiments and studies whereas the philosophical aspect is concerned with ideas. 
Furthermore, we wished to look into how romantic love is experienced by individuals. 
Subjectivity and Learning is relevant especially since we chose to conduct interviews 
with individuals who have met online, in order to get an insight into their experiences 
of finding love via cyberspace. In the Western world online dating was once frowned-
upon, however today the taboo revolving the phenomenon is being lifted; for instance, 
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there are advertisements on TV or other social medias about online dating and that 
one should join because “it [love] starts with a click!”1 Together with the theories 
from the selected areas of study, we aimed to find out the connection between what 
was said about love with what was being experienced by the individual. 
 
Methodology 
In order to collect the empirical data and look into how the experiences of people are 
different regarding love and cyber-love, we have conducted interviews with five 
different people. We have chosen the method of interviewing in order to better 
perceive the idea behind what love and cyber-love is. We have interviewed people 
who have met their romantic partner on cyberspace and who later on have met face to 
face. To better plan, conduct and analyze the interviews, we used the steps offered in 
Steinar Kvale and Svend Brinkmann's book InterViews (2009: 102): 
• Thematizing – Why do we want to interview people? What do we want to gain 
from it? 
• Designing – What do we want to ask them? 
• Interviewing – Conducting the interviews 
• Transcribing – Transcribing the data from the interviews 
• Analyzing – Analyzing the interviews 
• Verifying – How/If the results from our interviews are valid 
• Reporting – Finishing the report/project 
 When designing the interview questions, the aim was to firstly, give a structure to the 
interviews to cover important points of the study, and secondly, also give the 
interviewees the space to express themselves and give their own interpretations. The 
categorization took place in advance, based on theories and certain assumptions that 
we had already made. However, the focus was not only on these categorizations, but 
also on some new points that were raised in the interviewing process.  
The analysis of the interviews was based on the usage of tools applicable to the type 
of interviews that were conducted based on the qualitative research, such as the 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 http://dk.match.com/ the slogan was found on the Danish website for Match.com, the Danish slogan 
reads “Det starter med et klik”. (Accessed on December 10th 2014) 
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categorization. As the goal was not to look into how the group of interviewees interact 
or what language they use, the focus was on the analysis of the meaning and the 
interpretation of their understanding of the phenomenon of cyber-love.  
When introducing the ground theory approach Glaser and Strauss presented coding; 
the process of breaking the data down to categories to be later examined. When 
coding takes the shape of a categorization, the interview texts are put into smaller 
categories, either before or during the analysis (as cited in Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009: 
202-203).  The process of analyzing started with the reading of the interviews to get a 
general overview and then focus on the answers that reflected the theories, as well as 
answers that shone a new light to different views on the topic. The interviews are 
similar but not identical, therefore when analyzing the data we tried to identify the 
common grounds between them and categorize them into themes. For instance, all of 
the interviewees talked about the differences between an online and offline romantic 
interaction, and what they considered the notion of love to be. Some spoke of other 
topics such as cultural clashes and stereotyping. The classification of the interviews 
into themes helped to provide an overview of the data and made it easier to later 
compare and contrast in the discussion section. Yet, getting a picture of the 
interviewees’ views on the topic of love, cyber-love and the experiences they have 
had was not the only aim. We tried to expand the understanding of the phenomenon 
of cyber-love and place it in the contemporary Danish society. For this reason, we 
used the phenomenon of globalization to explore and explain how cyber-love came to 
be and the taboo that has formed around this concept. Meaning-interpretation as a tool 
of analysis goes beyond the meaning already displayed in the text, which compared to 
other techniques of categorization, it, as a result, extends the text (as cited in Kvale & 
Brinkmann, 2009: 207). We categorized the interviews into themes not only to get a 
better understanding of the meanings, but also go further with the interpretations of 
them, which was based on what the interviewees stated. We kept our opinion discrete 
and maintained an academic way of writing throughout the analysis of the interviews. 
To summarize, a discussion will follow on what the definition of love might be and 
how different cyber-love is when viewed in cyberspace and outside of it. We will 
argue for and against the theories, as well as the different points made by the 
interviewees. 
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Entering the Field 
Throughout the process of choosing the specific problem area for this project report, 
we decided that conducting interviews with people who have had different 
experiences with online love would be a beneficial approach to reach our goal. It was 
decided to conduct qualitative interviews in order to get descriptive and detailed 
narratives on the topic. The factor that motivated us to choose a qualitative approach 
was to explore the dynamics of online relationships, possibly turning into offline 
relationships. We could also have chosen to do quantitative research in order to get a 
bigger picture of the numbers of successful or unsuccessful online dating experiences. 
But an effective quantitative research would require a significantly large sample, 
which we would not have managed to gather. In the theory section ideas and theories 
on love in different contexts are covered, therefore we found it more efficient to focus 
on specific cases rather than general numbers and rates. 
We searched for different potential interviewees who had had experience with online 
dating, specifically people who had formed long term relationships or had not after 
having met on cyberspace. We used different methods to gather participants through 
Facebook and through word-to-mouth, which provided us with people who were 
willing to share their stories. When initiating the interview process we explained our 
problem area, and assured them that all information, including their names, would 
remain anonymous. This was to build an understanding and trust between the 
interviewers and interviewees, which allowed personal questions to be asked without 
creating an uncomfortable environment. 
Three out of the four interviews were conducted in person, while one of them was 
conducted online through an application called Skype. Due to the fact that one of the 
interviews was conducted with a couple, we decided that it would be far more 
beneficial for it to be a focus group interview. This created a comfortable 
environment for the couple, where they could express themselves freely and 
complement each other when needed. 
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Limitation 
During the process of writing this research paper, we faced some limitations; 
influences that we could not control. One was the participant who volunteered to be 
interviewed; alternately we envisioned having a slightly larger sample of interviews, 
especially interviews from people who have engaged in a serious online romantic 
relationship but did not last long after they met in real life. Initially, we would have 
like to have a sample of four couples, dividing them into two groups; group A 
representing the relationships that were formed online and developed into a serious 
offline relationships, and group B representing couples in which one or both parties 
have tried online dating, but did not develop into an offline relationship. Online dating 
or dating in general is a very intimate and therefore private topic, which many people 
are not comfortable sharing with strangers. Therefore, it was very difficult to get hold 
of people who were willing to participate in the project. It did not place any 
restrictions on our conclusion as such, as this research paper is a qualitative research 
and the findings can therefore not be generalized. However, it would have been 
interesting to explore the cyberspace dating within a slightly larger sample.  
 
Delimitations  
Based on a mutual decision, we chose to delimit ourselves by setting certain 
boundaries in order to keep the project report within a specific structure and frame. 
For instance, there are many philosophical theories on the notion of love, but we 
chose specific philosophers and theories that we believed were relevant to our 
problem area. A point that was raised during our research was the fact that quite a few 
of the interviewees were in a multi-ethnic relationship. The concept of cross-border 
marriages is relatively relevant to our research area and it could be an interesting field 
to explore if we were to go beyond our specific research area. Another perspective, 
which would also be enriching to look into, is focusing on websites designed for 
specific target groups, same-sex relationships or the sexual aspect of online 
relationships. 
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THEORIES 
The Philosophical Aspect 
Love as an Idea 
Many theories attempt to explain the phenomenon of love, as it is an important aspect 
in interpersonal relationships. So what is love? How can this notion be put into 
words? Is it a passionate emotion or a feeling of trustworthiness and appreciation 
towards a person? Is it a concept subjectively or objectively defined? A renowned 
notion of love describes the romantic partner to be a soul mate, and love to be the 
desire to be whole. This notion derives from Aristophanes2 and his theory on love.3 
Aristophanes as a comic playwright, gives an alternative praise on love. In Plato’s 
Symposium dated in c. 385–370 BC where a discussion on love takes place, he brings 
a myth into the picture, described as the following: people used to be creatures, either 
two women, two men or one woman and one man, with four legs and arms and two 
heads. Out of the fear of being too strong, Zeus separated them, which made the two 
halves yearn to reunite. (As cited in B. Jowett, 1970: 203-204) Later on, the two 
found each other, embraced and wished to become one, but since they never wanted 
to be apart and neglected themselves, they started dying from hunger. Therefore, Zeus 
came up with another plan to turn them the other way and with every of their 
embraces, the opposite sex pairs would breed and grow as species and the two-men or 
two-women pairs would just come together and rest. (As cited in B. Jowett, 1970: 
204). Aristophanes suggested that human beings need to be respectful of the Gods, 
especially Zeus, in order for them to return to their true nature, which is finding their 
missing half and happiness. Ergo, love needs to be praised as much as the Gods (as 
cited in B. Jowett, 1970: 206-207):“For if we are friends with God and at peace with 
him we shall find our own true loves, which rarely happens in this world at present. 
[...] and I believe that if our loves were perfectly accomplished, and each one 
returning to his primeval nature had his original true love , then our race would be 
happy [..] and we would praise him who has given us the benefit, we must praise the 
god Love”. 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2 Aristophanes was a comic playwright of ancient Athens (born c. 450 BC—died c. 388 BC). He is 
considered to be The Father of comedy. 
3 The usage of the term soul mate goes all the way back to Plato’s Symposium, but according to 
Google’s nGram viewer, it became more popular probably in the late 1880’s. 
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A more contemporary view associated with the aforementioned theory is the one by 
Robert Nozick.4 According to Nozick (1989) with romantic love between two people, 
a unity is created. One can be in love with someone without forming this unity of we, 
but what is needed for romantic love is the yearning for or the desire to form the 
union of we and also wanting them to feel the same way (Nozick, 1989: 70). This 
union is considered to be a formation of a new identity without the loss of the 
individual identity and the wish to be identified as a couple to the world (Nozick, 
1989: 71-72). Thus, love is, in both theories, what brings two people together and 
makes them have the desire to form a unity and be one. This is a common perception 
on love, the term soul mate is associated with the term romantic partner: one is 
complete when they find their soul mate; someone they are meant to be united with. 
Additionally, in another theory suggested by Irving Singer5, love is described as a 
type of valuing the beloved6. For Singer (1984) love is understood as an advanced 
type of valuing, what he calls bestowal. Bestowal is different than the common value. 
The objective value is driven by the force of motivation to place value on a particular 
person, but bestowal is more than that: “It is created by the affirmative relationship 
itself, by the very act of responding favorably, giving an object an emotional and 
pervasive importance regardless of its capacity to satisfy interests.” (Singer 1984: 
5).  Bestowal creates an emotional connection between lovers and an environment 
where many of the reasons that would most probably separate them, can be erased 
(Singer 1984: 7). This theory is notably relevant as one of the most common shapes 
love can take is the emotional attachment to and the valuing of the romantic partner.  
Additionally, Pausanias7 draws a description of what he thinks love is. For him, love 
comes heavenly and brings great honor to the individual and to the society, as the 
beloved and the lover are impatiently willing to work on their improvement for one 
another (as cited in B. Jowett, 1970: 199). He explains that the lover, who gives 
himself away to the beloved hoping to be improved by this relationship, is virtuous, 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
4 Robert Nozick was an American philosopher and a professor in Harvard University. He was well 
known in the 70’s and 80’s. 
5 Irving Singer is a philosopher and professor in Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He has worked 
on and written books on love and sexuality among others. 
6 The word beloved will be used when Singer’s book (1984) and B. Jowett’s book (1970) are cited, 
since they use this term. In the rest of the project report we will be using the term “romantic partner”. 
They both have the same meaning. 
7 Pausanias was an ancient Athenian in c. 420 BCE. His view on love is mentioned in Plato’s 
Symposium. 
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even if the beloved has no virtue, this endorses how important the acceptance of one 
another is (as cited in B. Jowett, 1970: 198). Therefore, to be a good man is an honor 
and to call for love is a virtue, but to be a bad man is a dishonor. Something similar is 
also believed by Agathon8. He claims that love has given people good, kindness, 
softness and grace and sends away discourtesy and unkindness (As cited in B. Jowett, 
1970: 211). He states: “In the days of old, dreadful deeds were done among the gods, 
for they were ruled by Necessity; but now since the birth of Love, and from the love of 
the beautiful, has sprung every good in heaven and earth.” (As cited in B. Jowett, 
1970: 210). On a social level and considering the epoch Symposium was written in, 
what the men of these different disciplines present is in accordance to the society they 
lived in. They believed that virtue was the greatest of all the features a man should 
have and that the greatest accomplishment was to bring honor to the family. This 
explains why when talking about love, there is a link between how love is and what it 
can offer to society. 
In fact, as mentioned in Aristophanes’ myth, the creatures were strong but they had no 
love or mercy for each other or any respect to Gods. After their misdeed they could 
either reach the desirable wholeness through love or keep disrespecting the Gods and 
be diminished (Singer, 1984: 52). Even nowadays genuine goodness still is 
encouraged as it can create a world of justice, respect and peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
8 Agathon was a tragic poet in ancient Athens, mentioned in Plato and Aristophanes’ works. 
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The Psychological Aspect 
The Triangular Theory of Love 
Undoubtedly, love has become the subject of study for many philosophers throughout 
the years and as an idea has taken many shapes and colors. But how has psychology 
defined the notion of love? Psychologists study and try to understand individuals and 
their experience of the world. So what do people say about love? What has their 
experience of love and interpersonal relationships been? Robert Sternberg9 (1989) 
offers another insight into the study of love. He developed a theory in the 1980s about 
love in an interpersonal relationship, which has named the Triangular Theory of Love. 
The theory proposes that the components of love consist of intimacy, passion and 
decision/commitment. 
The intimacy component refers to closeness and bonded feelings in loving 
relationships. The traits, which Sternberg refers to as the ‘ten signs’, of intimacy in a 
relationship are basically being able to value and trust the loved one in every sense. 
The passion component is referred to the drives that lead to romance; the physical and 
sexual attraction as well as self-esteem and affiliation with others that contribute to 
the experience of passion. The decision/commitment component has two aspects, 
short term and long term. The short-term aspect refers to the decision that one is in 
love or loves someone. The long-term aspect refers to the commitment of maintaining 
that love. These two aspects do not always go together; for instance, one can be in 
love or love someone, but they will not necessarily be committed to them (Sternberg, 
1989: 120-121). 
Sternberg takes all the three components and they produce eight different outcomes or 
types of love as he refers to. A list of all the eight different types of outcomes is 
presented here (Sternberg, 1989: 122- 129)10: 
1. Nonlove lacks all three components. It is the casual interactions and associations. 
2. Liking (Int.) relationships are basically friendships that contain closeness, support 
and warmth. 
3. Infatuation (Pas.) is love at first sight or love that leans toward obsession, where 
the partner or object of infatuation is idolized, without any real emotional intimacy. 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
9 Robert Sternberg is a psychologist and a professor at Cornell University. 
10 We will refer to intimacy as Int., passion as Pas. and decision/commitment as Dec/Com. 
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4. Empty love (Dec./Com.) refers to a ‘love’ or a relationship where both partners are 
committed to each other and their relationship, but are lacking passion and 
emotional connection. This is often the case for the end of a long-term relationship. 
5. Romantic love (Int. + Pas.) is a relationship that consists of the feelings of 
closeness and connection together with strong physical attraction. 
6. Compassionate love (Int. + Dec./Com.) is often seen in either long-term non-sexual 
friendships or long-term marriages in which sexual attraction has faded over time, 
but the emotional connection and the decision to love and to commit to that partner 
is present. 
7. Fatuous love (Pas. + Dec./Com) is a relationship in which the partners are basing 
their commitment to each other on passion. 
8. Consummate/complete love (Int. + Pas. + Dec./Com.) is the only type of love that 
consists of all three components and is therefore complete.  
Sternberg mentions that the course of each component and the time where they take 
place varies from couple to couple. This is especially seen in our empirical data in 
which the interviewees describe the stages of their intimacy, passion and commitment 
differently. Therefore, this can also affect the way a consummate relationship will 
develop. Sternberg demonstrates that each triangle can take different shapes and not 
always be the ideal equilateral triangle, which he refers to as ‘balanced triangle’. This 
means that in consummate love relationships where decision/commitment and 
intimacy are more accentuated, the triangle will have an unbalanced shape. Sternberg 
continues to clarify what the triangles mean to each couple; he argues that the 
triangles are not ‘independent, but interactive’ (Sternberg 1989: 136) and that 
although one understand the components of love, one should pay attention to the 
interactions happening among the components. Sternberg concludes that if feelings 
are not expressed (mainly in action) “even the greatest of loves can die” (Sternberg 
1989: 136). 
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The Biological Aspect 
 
Love as an Emotion 
In the pursuit of the definition of love, one should also acknowledge the biological 
aspect. We are not in the position of examining the biological reactions that occur 
when being in love, but we would like to briefly look into how biologists have studied 
and explained the feeling of love.  
When two people who like each other meet the body reacts to this with the 
coordination of the brain and the body’s chemical release. The limbic system is a part 
of the brain linked to the emotional responses, the adrenaline flow, the behavior or 
even the format of the memories, and consists of the basal nuclei, the thalamus, and 
the hypothalamus (Chapman, 2011: 6). The hypothalamus is involved in the 
behavioral and the sexual act. When someone is around the person they like or desire, 
the body’s nervous system is activated and adrenaline or also known as epinephrine is 
released, so the body reaction starts. The heart rate increases, the pupils dilate and the 
hormones released stimulate the sweating glands, so that the body is prepared to 
encounter with the ‘attack’. In addition to this, various other hormones are released, 
such as endorphins, oxytocin, dopamine, and vasopressin (Chapman, 2011: 6).  
Endorphin is described as a chemical that gives the feeling of pleasure or calmness 
and is released through touch. As Selhub11 (cited in Chapman, 2011: 7) states: 
“Endorphins, for instance, can create the sensation of euphoria and relief from 
pain”. Oxytocin is also released through physical touch, when hugging, kissing, and 
holding hands or during sexual intercourse and orgasm. In combination with other 
chemical substances that work as neurotransmitters, such as testosterone, oxytocin 
can influence the function of parts of the brain. When these chemicals are released, 
the body links this with the feeling of love (Chapman, 2011: 7). This reaction of the 
body can affect the brain, even ‘fooling’ it into believing that a bad match is actually a 
good one. That explains why in some cases people can feel physically attracted to 
someone or have the feeling of excitement, but feel no other attraction or attachment 
towards them whatsoever. These explanations of the body’s reactions can actually be 
linked to the feelings described by people who are in love: the sweating of hands, the 
increased heart rate or the strange feeling of attachment to someone. 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
11 Eva Selhub is a physician, author and speaker in the study of mind and body among other topics. 
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Love and Globalization 
Undeniably, love is a part of everyday life and a need that human beings have. 
However, with the phenomenon of globalization, social interactions between people 
have changed and meeting a person on a cyberspace has become more common and it 
seems to be gradually more accepted in the contemporary Western society. This 
section is concerned with globalization and the effect it has on people’s lives and their 
experiences of love. The work of Appadurai12 (1990) Disjuncture and Difference in 
the Global Cultural Economy, will be used in relation to Nicole Constable’s13 Love 
and Globalization, who deals with the commodification of intimacy and gender and 
reproductive labor. 
Globalization in the contemporary society indicates the international interaction and 
the exchange of ideas between individuals, nations and cultures. In today’s world, we 
see particular dynamics of various aspects contributing to the world in the constant 
progress, influencing one another. Appadurai (1990) describes the globalization in 
five flows that represent five cultural landscapes of people, ideas, technology and 
capitals: ethnoscapes, technoscapes, finanscapes, mediascapes and ideoscapes. 
The ethnoscapes refer to “[…] landscapes of people who constitute the shifting world 
in which we live in: tourists, immigrants, refugees, exiles, guest workers […]” 
(Appadurai 1990: 297), with the emphasis given to the motion of people with various 
motivations for it. Another cultural branch, which is considered to be a flow, is the 
technoscapes, where Appadurai refers to the development of technology and its 
progress, which is reaching all parts of the world. The third flow is described as 
finanscapes, where money and capital take over. As Appadurai (1990) states, there are 
many discussions on the global capital, as the topic stays vague for the people all 
around the world. The fourth flow, the mediascapes, is described as the image-
created, narrative-based accounts of reality, for example commercials, ads, newspaper 
etc. The final flow is ideoscapes, which deals with ideologies and movements 
oriented to capture power (Appadurai, 1990: 289).  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
12  Arjun Appadurai is a socio-cultural anthropologist, currently a professor in NY University 
Steinhardt. 
13 Nicole Constable is a socio-cultural anthropologist, currently a professor in University of Pittsburg. 
In her works she deals with transnationalism, migration, gender and ethnographic writing and power.  
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The first three scapes are according to Appadurai (1990) deeply disjunctive. 
However, when it comes to our focus area cyber dating and cyber-love we find the 
three scapes to be intertwined. For instance, technology offers a big range of 
possibilities. The rapid development of technology and the Internet has made it easier 
for people across the globe to connect and possibly find love. This is what Appadurai 
(1990) describes as ethnoscapes and technoscapes. The technological development, 
which has provided tools such as smartphones and tablets, give the ethnoscapes the 
opportunity to interact. The fourth of the scapes is the mediascapes that contributes to 
the image of the contemporary society and world itself through newspapers, television 
and radio broadcasting that the word and news are spread among people and their 
interests. Mediascapes could be a tool for spreading information about cyber dating 
through advertisements on TV, social networks and billboards. 
Following Appadurai’s suffix, Constable (2007) sets new scapes that are called 
marriage-scapes: “Internet-mediated global marriage-scapes involve fluid 
interconnections between people, technology, and images that allow women and men 
from geographically distant regions of the world to imagine and seek out new global 
experience and relationships” (Constable 2007: 254).   
It is because of the technoscapes that cyber dating or the search for love through 
cyberspace is becoming more and more accepted. In our contemporary society, 
Internet can be seen as a new point of departure for pairing/combining, exploring and 
experiencing romantic love. Constable (2007) states that “Internet fuels and facilitates 
growing opportunities for intimate social relationships that reach well beyond 
familiar localized terrains” (Constable 2007: 252). This reflects Appadurai’s 
technoscapes; that the development of the technology has come so far that people 
from two completely different parts of the world can be close to each other in the 
sense of hearing and seeing each other.  
As the usage of the Internet has gradually increased on a global scale and has become 
accessible to more people, the chances to meet a potential partner on cyberspace have 
increased. When people fail to find partners in the offline world, there is still an 
option of making a profile on a dating website and potentially meeting the perfect 
match. According to Constable (2007) “Among men and women who seek to meet 
marriage partners from geographically distant parts of the world, the Internet has 
	   18	  
become both an indispensable tool in establishing new relationships and a new 
context in which tensions and misunderstandings occur.” (Constable 2007: 252). 
There are many reasons why people go to the dating websites. Constable (2007) 
argues that the Internet has started fuelling the boom of the encounter of people and 
has created various kinds of connections - platonic, romantic or sexual. Since 
cyberspace is a place where different kinds of people and cultures meet and interact, 
much like real life, one can get judged because of their differences. However, there is 
a sense of freedom of speech due to anonymity and it is also easier to filter between 
wanted and unwanted attention.  
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The Concept of Cyber-Love 
In the book Love Online Aaron Ben-Ze’ev14 talks about intimate connections that 
occur on cyberspace, and that it has become more common to meet online. He 
explains that when two people meet online, they meet in a space where 
communication is made via the mind and thereby lacking other forms of 
communication, which occur with offline love. These other forms are amongst others; 
physical contact and communication through body language. The process of a love 
connection established online, develops through psychological interaction (Ben-Ze’ev 
2004:1). In cyberspace, people can present the identity they wish to portray, and 
choose which image of themselves to display on a public platform. Long distance 
relationships are made easier because of the opportunities technology has provided. 
Since cyberspace is a psychological domain, factors such as distance and location are 
not measured geographically, but psychologically. People connect across borders and 
may suddenly find themselves in online relationships with a person from a foreign 
country. This becomes acceptable for the two participants of the relationship, since 
cyberspace is their shared space, a meeting point where they have a lot in common 
(Ben-Ze’ev 2004: 2). 
In typical offline relationships people meet first and they are usually located relatively 
close to each other, geographically speaking. They might feel a spark between them 
and decide to pursue this feeling. In the online realm people meet in the same space, 
regardless of the physical space they find themselves in. Simultaneously, they are in 
two worlds, the physical space, e.g. their home and in the online space (Ben-Ze’ev 
2004: 28). In offline interaction people are face to face and therefore their interaction 
is more immediate as it is expected to give a reply during the conversation flow. This 
may very well also be the case in online communication, however it is important to 
note that the participants of the conversation have the option to postpone their reply 
should they wish to do so. People have a chance to manipulate with their initial 
reaction to a message by postponing and perhaps reconsidering their reply. In this 
sense online communication can therefore become more superficial, if the participants 
decide to hold back on their true opinions or feelings. On the contrary it can create a 
deeper connection due to the fact that people are physically speaking, in a safety zone 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
14 Aaron Ben-Ze’ev is a professor of philosophy and is the former president of the University of Haifa, 
Israel. His focus area is the study of emotions, and in particular the dynamics of love. http://ben-
zeev.haifa.ac.il/ (Accessed on the 15th of December 2014) 
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behind a screen and find it easier to be more outgoing versus in the offline interaction 
where other factors such as body language, also play a role (Ben-Ze’ev 2004: 28).   
When discussing whether love can develop on an online platform without any face-to-
face interaction, an interesting theory is the Social Identification/Deindividuation 
Theory, also known as the SIDE model (Whitty & Carr 2006: 14). This theory, 
developed by researcher Stephen D. Reicher15 (as cited in Whitty & Carr 2006) and 
further build upon by researchers Lea and Spears16 (as cited in Whitty & Carr 2006), 
presents a view on online dating which explains that it is possible to make a deep 
connection with another person via cyberspace. The theory builds further upon the 
self-categorization theory, which explains that the self is comprised by several self-
catego-characteristics. This means that human beings find themselves in different 
social contexts that take part in determining and defining the person, hereby having 
different social identities (Whitty & Carr 2006: 15).  
Through the SIDE theory Lea and Spears argue that despite the lack of face-to-face 
communication and traditional social cues, those being the ones that are developed 
between two people who meet face to face, in online interaction perhaps other factors 
become more significant. According to these researchers, offline dating has the 
advantage of physical presence, but when interaction occurs in online dating, people 
see the physical appearance of each other via images. Hereafter they can continue the 
interest of getting to know the person via e.g. written communication (Whitty & Carr 
2006: 15). Since the individuals are visually anonymous, except for perhaps a picture, 
people are more attentive to the personalities of the other and they tend to be more 
open and honest when communicating on cyberspace. The two people participating in 
the online communication each find themselves in their own social context, meet on a 
platform, and hereafter if the interest is sparked, they will share their information 
about themselves and the different social contexts they are in (Whitty & Carr 2006: 
16).   
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
15 Stephen D. Reicher is a professor of Psychology & Neuroscience in University of St. Andrews; 
Reicher deals with matters of group behavior and the individual-social relationship. 
16 Russell Spears is professor of psychology in University of Groningen, his main research areas are 
social identity and intergroup relations; Martin Lea is a researchers in department of psychology in 
University of Manchester with the main research areas of social psychology and sociology of 
communication technologies. 
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While seeing the perks of dating online, there is however also criticism towards the 
SIDE theory, arguing that visual appearance is indeed a highly important factor when 
individuals approach each other online. Researchers have come to conclusions that 
online daters who do not have a picture on their profile tend to be ignored (Whitty & 
Carr 2006: 16). Lastly it is important to note that there is also critique that is build 
upon the fact that people who are on dating websites can present themselves in the 
exact light in which they wish to be seen. For example, they can manipulate their 
profile picture or even lie about themselves and thus present a fake identity. This can 
be a problem, but as online dating is continuously becoming more accepted and a part 
of society, individuals are also aware of these pitfalls and therefore have the 
opportunity to be cautious of each other and be skeptical toward the picture-perfect 
identity that may be presented by an individual online (Whitty & Carr 2006: 16). 
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ANALYSIS  
Introducing the Interviewees 
Jennifer 17 : 
Our first interviewee is named Jennifer, an American woman in her late twenties who 
moved from the States to Copenhagen, Denmark in early 2008 because she had met 
her current husband, Johan, on a dating website. The interviewee described her cyber 
dating experience as a somewhat straightforward experience as she had never tried 
online dating ever before and the first romantic partner she pursued, is today her 
husband. Jennifer was recommended by an ex-romantic partner to seek a romantic 
connection online, on a free website called okcupid18. 
 
Sofia and Benjamin: 
In this interview we are presented with the narratives of a couple’s relationship and 
how it proceeded from an online to an offline relation and ultimately a serious 
commitment. The interview was conducted as a focus-group interview, where the 
interviewers asked questions the interviewees could reflect upon. Sofia and Benjamin 
are a couple in their very late twenties who met on an online dating website called 
Zoosk19, which is a service connected to Facebook where you can meet new people 
across the globe. Sofia comes from Mexico and Benjamin comes from the Faroe 
Islands. Zoosk was the online platform that united them and through processes of 
communicating online, speaking on the phone and eventually meeting, they got 
married and are currently residing in Denmark. 
 
 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
17The names of the interviewees are changed to protect their identity. 
18 OkCupid is a free dating website that features member-created quizzes and multiple-choice question. 
The website was founded by Christian Rudder (current president) Sam Yagan, Chris Coyne and Mac 
Krohn. Okcupid was launched in March 2004. The four founders were all student at Harvard 
University and on the website, it reads “we use math to get you dates”. https://www.okcupid.com/about 
(Accessed on December 5th 2014) 
19 Zoosk is the name of an online dating platform, which helps singles all across the globe to mingle. It 
was founded in the year of 2007. Zoosk is available in more than 80 countries, has more than fifty 
million users worldwide and is one of the most downloaded dating apps on the market. 
(https://about.zoosk.com/en/about/) (Accessed on December 5th 2014) 
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Ricco:  
The third narrative is of 21-year-old Italian named Ricco. His general attitude towards 
cyber dating is fairly neutral without seeing significant advantages. His main cyber 
dating experience took place on Facebook, where he got to know a girl from another 
part of Italy. In this sense, his case is different, as he did not meet the girl on a 
particular dating platform. They had been chatting for roughly half a year before they 
met for the first time. At the end, this experience did not evolve into a serious 
relationship, even though they met a couple of times. Ricco is currently living and 
studying in Denmark, and he is dating a Danish girl he met in the university. 
 
Fatma:  
The fourth interview was conducted online with a 25-year-old woman named Fatma. 
She met a man called Omar online in a chat room called ofir.dk when she was in her 
late teens and he in his early twenties. They communicated online for a couple of 
months before they met in person. Her experience with cyber dating is perhaps 
different from the rest, since she met the guy after a shorter period of time, without 
seeing a picture of him in advance. Omar, whom she dated, shared similar ethnic 
(Middle-Eastern) background; Fatma comes from Iraq and is currently living in 
Denmark, married with two kids, she has met her husband offline.  
 
The Online Experience 
The first participant, Jennifer explained that prior to clicking on her husband’s profile, 
she had to go through some things that she never had to do when dating in the 
conventional sense; she gives an example of how she needed to filter out around a 
hundred emails from strangers with disturbing proposals, due to their anonymity. This 
could be explained by the mere fact that the website okcupid.com is a free website, 
which means that everybody – whether they have serious intentions or not, can join 
the website and perhaps create multiple accounts. 
“[…] you had to go through, you know, a hundred emails you had to filter out of all 
the horrible things and the dick pics and the - you know, the uh, the things that you 
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wouldn’t deal with in maybe perhaps real life, […] but they can easily email that to 
you if you put your email on [your profile]. [It is] Because of the anonymity.” 
Sofia and Benjamin also talk about the pros and cons of the online experience, 
however, they focus more on their personal experience with each other rather than the 
general experience as Jennifer did. Sofia explained: 
“I think there are a lot of advantages. The writing part. You can talk about things 
without being awkward. Or for example, now a days it’s like, for a couple of days and 
then you go to the next step. The kissing step, the sleeping together step. And being 
online gives you the opportunity to know the other one more, and talk about other 
kinda things, specific things or family things. You just talk and it is less superficial, 
less forced.” 
Here Sofia gives us a picture of her view on online dating and how it was a way of 
communication that allows the participants of a flirt or relation to get acquainted 
through conversational communication, leaving the physical interaction in the 
background compared to dating in the offline world. In connection to the biological 
aspect of falling in love, one can claim that reactions that occur when two people see 
each other are not present. In this case this is due to the distance between the two 
people, but nevertheless Sofia regards it is a perk of dating online.  
They established a bond via the online platform on which they met through 
conversation. Benjamin also addresses the perks of online dating, stating that it is 
easier to get to know a person while being in the comfort zone of your home and 
meeting on a joint platform. As explained in the SIDE model, communication on an 
online platform can in fact blossom between people, without any interaction in the 
offline world. Having the SIDE model in mind while analyzing, this interview shows 
that this particular couple is an example of two people, each having their own social 
identity, who meet in a neutral environment and gradually develop a bond. 
Throughout the interview Benjamin has a positive view on the concept of 
communicating online, he is especially fond of the written word: 
“[...] It’s really easy to go on the Internet and there’s a screen between so you don’t 
have to, you know, break the ice and have that awkward moment of trying to get to 
know someone without knowing how to talk to this person… It is a nice way to get to 
	   25	  
know people, because it’s much easier. Also writing is much easier than talking 
actually, you can write so many things that you can’t talk about because it takes so 
long time to talk about these things. Writing is nice. When you have written something 
you can look at it, is this nice and this and that. So it’s nice instead of talking.” 
Benjamin here describes how communication online can in some sense be easier, 
since the barrier of taking the first step is less intimidating. Ben-Ze’ev (2004) 
addresses these arguments that Benjamin presents. According to his thoughts on 
dating in cyber world, Benjamin uses the tools given to users in the online dating 
world. He has the opportunity to postpone his replies to Sofia, and even edit and re-
read them several times before sending them. This can be viewed as a possibility for 
the participants on the cyberspace to manipulate with the image they portray of 
themselves.  
When asked about how the online interaction was for Fatma, she stated that since she 
is a shy person, for her it felt better to talk online than in person. Yet, she said that 
was probably due to the fact that she was not attracted to him: 
“Hmm I think it was easier online. I’m shy maybe that’s why… maybe because I 
wasn’t attracted to him. [...] I just remember that I felt better by talking to him online 
than face to face.” 
We can see that Fatma’s situation is different due the fact that she does not seem to 
have any romantic interest in Omar, beside just an interest in a casual conversation. 
But, she also feels comfortable on the online space, merely because of her being in 
her own personal space while communicating. 
When talking to Ricco about his overall experience online and with cyber dating, he 
stated that for him it was ‘just a try’ - a rare experience. What is important here to 
notice is that Ricco did not use any particular websites specifically designed for 
dating. Their cyber interaction took place on a social network website, Facebook. 
Since Facebook is a platform where one can share personal information and pictures, 
he stated that at first he and his cyber girlfriend, Francesca were friends on Facebook, 
therefore she had access to his personal space, so the interaction was not anonymous 
in their case. This fact made it easier for him to communicate and be secure about his 
answer. 
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“I was secured that a cold answer won’t be a problem, she was just a girl reading my 
comments and just replying thanks or whatever […]” 
Ricco stated that communication via Facebook was less problematic and it was much 
easier to express emotions on cyberspace, as he said:  
“[...] For example, we said online ‘I love you. You are the only one.’ and bla bla and 
in the first appointment, of course, I am talking about first appointment, we couldn’t 
managed, managed to say I love you, yet, so.” 
It is evident that Ricco and Francesca preferred to communicate online where they 
could be behind a screen, as they were able to declare their ‘love’ to each other, 
whereas in real life, they could not properly express themselves. However, he seems 
to contradict himself, as he later on states that he believes an online romantic 
relationship to be impersonal and partly not real. 
“Love, You can exchange feelings and emotion with another person right next to your 
side, if you are crying or you sad or happy you wanna show something you just… tell 
it. You don’t open the computer, skype, face-time or whatever technologies now and 
you tell people that... it’s really impersonal cyber love, in my opinion.” 
To Ricco, it is important to have his romantic partner physically present next to him. 
He appreciates the physical contact and presence that happens through the exchange 
of feelings. Over all, the online experiences varied from person to person. They all 
agreed that communication and expression of feelings behind a screen was easier than 
when both parties were physically present.  
 
Online versus Offline  
When looking into the narratives, a pattern of shared opinions can be observed. All of 
the interviewees agree that the initial step of seeking contact with another person on 
cyberspace was based on the physical appearance of the person of interest. Jennifer 
explained:  
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“Yeah, yeah, he had one picture of himself that would be your standard headshot and 
uh, he had, on his profile, very limited amount of text, it was just some books that he 
liked. [“So it was the look that caught your attention?] Yeah, I guess so, yeah.” 
Jennifer met her husband on the online dating platform okcupid.com. A blog20 which 
is dedicated to the website of okcupid.com explains how they experimented with 
certain things among their users. They provided an algorithm that made the users of 
the website not able to publish their photo for several hours, so that nobody could 
identify them. The result showed that people responded to a ‘first message’ 44% more 
often, the conversation turned deeper, and other contact details (such as phone 
numbers) were exchanged. In cyber dating, and perhaps in real life as well, someone’s 
appearance and looks are the first thing people notice about them and especially more 
so on dating websites, as the competition is fiercer. Jennifer admits that it was her 
husband’s good looks that caught her attention at first and she was interested in 
approaching him. She explained that on the website, it was possible to give a 
description of one’s self by listing favorite books or movies etc. in order to provide a 
better understanding of one’s personality. Jennifer and Johan shared the same list of 
favorite books and movies. She and her husband initially messaged each other on the 
website before exchanging numbers and speaking on the phone. After roughly two 
months she decided to meet him in person despite being advised against it by her 
family. 
“[...] I said, because the rationale if I came for a week, it’d just be really easy to, to 
be superficial, but if I came for a month, we would have to get along and we have to 
know if it was real. Uhm, you know, you can put up with someone for a few dates, but 
after a while you really start to know them. So I said I’m gonna come for a month and 
that’s even - but the, uh, of course that’s putting a big risk on myself. My mom said ‘A 
month! Are you out of your mind? Well just go for a short visit’ I said ‘but if I go 
there for a month, then we’ll know at the end of the month how we feel [...]” 
Sofia and Benjamin also addressed which factors played a role when meeting online, 
and similarly to Jennifer’s case, the first impression was for both of them the physical 
appearance portrayed in the respective profiles. Sofia described what motivated her to 
approach Benjamin.  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
20 blog.okcupid.com  
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“Hmm, I don’t, I don’t know... I saw his picture and yeah… I guess in the beginning it 
is very much how they look in the picture, or, and the things that you like. For 
example I like blondies, and he’s a blondie, he has blue eyes... So I was just like “hey 
blondie”. Of course it is something very superficial at the beginning, but that’s how it 
is online I guess... With the pictures and everything.” 
With this example we get yet another confirmation that looks matter when 
approaching someone. This is not only the case in cyberspace, but also a possible 
factor in the offline world. The difference is that in cyberspace and especially on 
dating platforms, people are able to create the image they wish to portray and choose 
which pictures to upload in order to catch someone’s attention. The online dating 
world can quickly seem superficial due to the fact that people can even choose to 
retouch their photos and thereby make themselves look more attractive (Ben-Ze’ev 
2004: 2) Flaws can be diminished or attributes can be exaggerated as in the case of 
Jennifer, where her husband had retouched his eyes on the profile picture in order for 
them to appear more blue.  
“I hope she has his photo-shopped eyes!’ [Laughs] and the reason is he has blue eyes 
naturally, but he did photoshop them to make them slightly bluer in the picture [on his 
profile] and my picture was not in the least photo-shopped to manipulate in any way. 
Now the only thing he did to the picture was to make his eye bluer, so of course he 
was attractive when I met him, but nonetheless that was a very subtle manipulation, I 
felt.” 
Jennifer’s narrative confirms that there can indeed be situations where someone has 
altered their looks, but nonetheless there was still a spark between the two, and they 
turned the situation into a positive one.  
For Fatma, the physical appearance was of importance, for the reason that once she 
saw him, even though she had the typical bodily reactions of the heart beating and the 
butterflies in the stomach, she did not find him to be the type of guy she could form a 
relationship with. In this case, before meeting she thought she liked the person and 
during the meeting she described a physical response to the situation. As stated by 
Chapman (2011) when oxytocin is released along with neurotransmitters, the body 
can be into a state of deception and link the feeling of love with that reaction, when in 
reality it is just an expression of excitement. The interviewee described this feeling 
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and actually stated that this feeling was due to the fact that she was going to meet him 
for the first time, not because of any desire developed towards him: 
“He wasn’t the guy I had in mind [pictured]. I had butterflies in my stomach and my 
heart was beating fast but not because I was excited but because it was the first time I 
was meeting him! A stranger!! The first time I went out with a boy.” 
Ricco shared almost the same thoughts as Fatma, with regard to his experience with 
dating online. Physical appearance played a big role for him and so did chemistry. 
Ricco’s cyber dating experience was with an acquaintance on Facebook. After the 
interaction with the girl, they became closer online friends, who eventually developed 
an online romantic relationship. As Facebook is a social network, people have access 
to each other’s profiles and hereby the private space, where personal pictures and 
posts are accessible. That was the moment when they started to notice each other. As 
Ricco said, it all started with just “likes”21 and comments on the pictures, followed by 
messages. After six months of messaging back and forth, the two met offline. Ricco 
said that he travelled to another city to meet the girl and that it was expensive. He 
described the offline meeting as being strange: 
“I felt weird, of course, because after meeting person online and then deciding to be 
your girlfriend and boyfriend online and then you meet her, a person was like at first 
sight it was little bit weird between us…” 
For Ricco the most important thing was that “emotions were totally different” online 
and offline. Despite of this, Ricco appreciated the offline meeting, as it was important 
to feel the possible chemistry of meeting outside of cyberspace. Ricco explained that 
what confirmed the chemistry was: “The way she looked like of course…” Physical 
appearance and behavior played a big role in Ricco’s case, and despite the fact that 
the chemistry was present; there were other factors that prevented them from forming 
a long-term relationship.  
“[…] it was a chemistry, even though at a beginning it was awkward. But after, we 
were like I wanted us to be, but the problem was the distance and even though we 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
21 Facebook definition on LIKES: “Clicking Like below a post on Facebook is an easy way to let 
people know that you enjoy it without leaving a comment. Just like a comment, the fact that you liked 
the post is visible below it.” As states on Facebook official website: https://www.facebook.com/help/ 
accessed December the 10th, 2014 
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were chatting online, she was not near me, she was not by my side and so that was the 
problem and talking online is not having a girlfriend.” 
The distance between the two became a dominating factor. Appadurai (1990) talks 
about technoscapes and how there are tools provided by technology that can be used 
for communication and diminish the importance of geographical distance, but in this 
case communication via technology was not able to overcome the importance of 
distance, and the couple split up. Ricco explained further: 
“But I knew it couldn’t work it out, because it was except of money that it cost a much 
to travel, it was not a real girlfriend.” 
Ricco explained that his cyber girlfriend also lived in Italy, where he lived but the 
distance between them was approximately four hundred kilometers, which ultimately 
was too much. He stated that the disadvantage of cyber dating is that the person is not 
near him; too far away. When talking about the advantages, Ricco only had one in 
mind which was that people have a: “wider range of possibilities online” When asked 
how he felt the relationship would develop if the distance had not been an issue, 
Ricco answered: 
“[...] there was a chance of it becoming something serious [...] Because you 
implement that we are actually near each other, like not distance or… so I think that 
thing we had, it could develop in a different way[...]” 
Benjamin and Sofia are a couple that had a great chemistry throughout their online 
experience and especially Benjamin uttered that when writing online he felt more 
comfortable “It is nice, somehow, in the beginning at least.” Sofia also talks about 
their relationship online and how the different communication tools provided within 
the technoscapes were used. 
“ No I was not shy, I remember it was so cute. We were talking and stuff [Skype] and 
you can see when the other person is writing on the screen, and then he send a 
message that he thought I was very pretty. So it was like, you know about the thing 
that it is easier to write than to say stuff. I was easier to write it even though we were 
also talking.” 
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This example shows us that communicating online while behind a screen made it 
easier for Benjamin to express his feelings towards Sofia. He had the opportunity to 
express himself vocally so she could see and hear him uttering the words, but he 
instead chose to write them. This also reflects a part of his personality, which is 
described as shy. Technology provided him with means to tell his love interest how he 
feels, without having to hear himself say the words out loud. By writing the 
compliment to Sofia instead of saying it, he perhaps also avoided a potential fear of 
stumbling upon his own words. 
In the case of Fatma’s online experience, she had some traits of similar thoughts as 
Benjamin. She also felt more comfortable chatting online, but unlike Benjamin, she 
did not develop a romantic interest in the person she was communicating with, when 
finally meeting offline. When setting out the details of why they did not initiate a 
relationship, she said that although he was a nice and caring guy and attached to her in 
a way, she did not feel the same way and tried to distance herself from him. If we go 
back to Sternberg's Triangular Theory of Love in interpersonal relationships, we can 
see that from her point of view the relation they had was more of a casual interaction 
of non love between the two, in order to know each other better, but did not evolve 
into a committed relationship. However, from his side - as described from Fatma’s 
point of view - it was more than just a friendly social interaction. He seemed to be 
leaning towards the kind of relationship Sternberg would characterize as 
compassionate love, since he was committed to her and showed traces of an 
emotional intimacy. According to Sternberg (1989), none of the two types of love 
described above consist of all three elements which what people seek from love and 
could make their relationship complete. 
Moreover, when talking to Sofia and Benjamin about the process of the relationship 
going from online to offline they told us how they started with liking each other and 
found a connection between them. This was the initial process of getting to know each 
other. Throughout their dating experience online, which lasted for six months, the 
relationship slowly developed to being ‘compassionate love’, according to Sternberg 
(1989) this definition covers the feelings of an attachment of friendship while still 
having a spark indicating that there is also a romantic chemistry between two 
individuals. As they said they got married quite fast after proceeding from an online 
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to an offline relationship, they explain that it was due to practical reasons.22 This is 
quite an interesting fact, since we see that a union, which is traditionally considered as 
a romantic one, here, becomes a necessity in order for the couple to stay together. One 
could argue that a practical marriage of this kind described through the narratives, in 
itself also carries traces of romance, however we are specifically told that it was a 
decision based on necessity. Sofia talks about the process of the marriage and the 
feelings connected to it: 
“ Yeah I think, not because I didn’t love you when I married you, but ehm [...] He 
spend one and a half month in my country and then we had separate time in October, 
and then all of November we were not together. And then in December I went to the 
faroe islands and I was there for three months and then we got married I think, in 
March. Because otherwise I had to go back to my country.” 
This quote explains that marriage for this couple was not based on an explosive love 
emotion, but perhaps a backwards step, starting with marriage in order to develop 
their love and commitment. But it does in fact confirm that having met face to face 
and being able to have a physical interaction, confirmed the feelings and connections, 
which they had gained through their online relationship. 
Having compared the experiences described through the different narratives it can be 
concluded that although the same factors play a role for different people who meet 
online, what really determines whether or not they pursue a relationship in the offline 
world, is simply if its worth going through the challenges and obstacles. The 
interviewees have different stories, yet we learnt that some of them chose to uproot 
their lives and move across borders in order to be together. For some the distance was 
too overwhelming, and therefore they did not proceed further than one offline 
meeting.  
All in all, one can say that meeting online for these participants has granted them with 
experiences and insight into what they value. For Jennifer and Johan, Sofia and 
Benjamin the bond and the interest in one another became a dominating factor. While 
in Ricco’s case, distance was of such big significance that the relation did not 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
22 According to Danish legislations concerning immigration, a person from a foreign country can 
maximum stay in Denmark for a time span of three months as a tourist. If a person wishes to live in the 
country, they must apply for permanent residency.( http://www.nyidanmark.dk/da-dk/Ophold/) 
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continue. Furthermore, in Fatma’s case the spark simply died out and she later 
married a man she met offline. 
 
The Notion of Love 
Jennifer put an emphasis on the word ‘real’ - to know whether their feelings were real 
or superficial, and to really know her husband. In the beginning, Jennifer admitted 
that the looks of her husband caught her attention. However, as she wished to know 
whether their connection was deeper and beyond shallow physical attraction, she 
decided to stay in Denmark with her husband for a month. Scientifically speaking, 
when human beings are near someone they desire, the body releases chemicals and 
hormones through touches that make us ‘fall in love’ and sexually be attracted to the 
person (Chapman, 2011). Jennifer argued that the physical presence of the romantic 
partner is crucial because there are many aspects to a human being that one cannot 
find out about when only talking to them on the phone or online. She explained that it 
is because a lot of the communication happens nonverbally when you are physically 
present. 
“[...] if I came for a week, it’d just be really easy to, to be superficial, but if I came 
for a month, we would have to get along and we have to know if it was real.” 
As the saying goes ‘actions speak louder than words’ this is exactly what Jennifer is 
referring to; to her love is more than mere words written online or spoken through the 
phone - it is what is left unsaid that determines love for her.  
“Maybe you say you like to drink tea [on your dating profile], but sharing a cup 
together is different [...] But I could tell after three weeks of living together, I could 
tell that it wasn’t just a physical attraction and it wasn’t just - happen to like the same 
movies. There was something deeper.” 
When talking about the confirmation of her feelings, she put emphasis on the fact that 
she could be herself around her husband. Although it is not something that she 
mentioned directly in the interview, she hinted towards the fact several times. She 
stated that she was completely honest about herself and her appearance on her profile, 
so that nothing would be a surprise to her husband when they finally met. In here, 
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Robert Nozick’s theory on romantic love is reflected; that we yearn for a union of a 
‘we’ and a new identity without having to lose the individual identity (Nozick, 1989). 
It is evident in Jennifer’s interview that for her, love means commitment and being 
able to be yourself. 
“[...] something [a personality] you could deal with in the long term.” 
According to Sternberg’s Triangular Theory of Love (1989) the Consummate Love, 
which consists of all the three components that are intimacy, passion and 
commitment, arguably Jennifer’s love, she shares with her husband, consists of all the 
elements. It started with a passionate love, which is represented in the fact that they 
met each other after two months and stayed together for a month, which was followed 
by the intimacy; Jennifer eloquently explained and summed up their intimacy by 
saying that liking tea is different than actually sharing a cup. And finally, the 
decision/commitment aspect comes into play when she and her husband married each 
other because of necessity. 
“And he didn’t feel that [marriage] had any sort of -- legitimacy, just because you 
walked into a church and said ‘I do.’ [...] So he basically told me ‘I would never had 
married you if you didn’t need it to come to this country’.” 
Jennifer’s marriage to her husband, like Sofia and Benjamin, happened because of 
practical reasons and not so much because of mutual desire for it. Both women from 
the two couples had difficulties acquiring a visa to grant their permanent residency in 
Denmark.  
Sofia and Benjamin both share Jennifer’s view on what love is. The couple agreed 
that it is a connection that goes beyond one of romance; you consider the other person 
to be a best friend whom you can be yourself around. Benjamin explained: 
“You can be yourself, I think that is important. That you don’t need to change 
yourself too much to be with someone. Because then you are not yourself anymore 
and the person didn’t like you. The person just changed you. Of course some horrible 
defects, that’s okay.” 
Agathon states that when it comes to romantic love, it can be a stimulus for people to 
be the best people they can be. Benjamin and Sofia support this idea, seeing as they 
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agreed that you must be yourself but also enhance, better each other and even fix each 
other’s flaws. Furthermore, the explanation of what love is given by Pausanias in the 
Symposium, also applies to Sofia and Benjamin’s view on love; lovers work on 
improvement of themselves. Throughout the interview Benjamin talks a lot about how 
he set the ‘party life’ aside, after ten years of partying he felt that the relationship was 
rewarding and he had become more mature. 
“[...] Going to parties and stuff. When you were younger you would always be drunk 
when finally meeting a girl the instinct takes over. You don’t think about, Oh it would 
be interesting to get to know this person. It’s more about you know, something else.” 
Here Benjamin opens up about the shallow life he was living with his friends before 
experiencing love on the level he does with Sofia. In the same context, it is interesting 
to look at how Benjamin has had no problems with having casual meetings with girls, 
yet when it came to Sofia, they both described that throughout the process of getting 
to know each other, he was indeed quite shy. In terms of how their love developed 
over time, it was through a fascination of each other’s differences, both personality 
and culture wise. However, they both agreed that true love is not something that starts 
right away. Benjamin explained:  
“[...] You don’t love someone after two days. That’s something else, or that’s what I 
think at least. I don’t think people can love each other without knowing each other 
and going through some hard times. Getting through some hard times.” 
What can be derived from this quote is that although there is passion between two 
people, according to Benjamin, a connection between a couple cannot go beyond the 
stage of compassionate love without them experiencing life together and getting to 
know each other on a deeper level. When observing the connection between the two, 
the “Triangular Theory of Love” by Sternberg (1989) is of relevance. For Sofia and 
Benjamin, their love has evolved over time and through commitment. Eventually 
meeting in real life after communicating online for a longer period of time, it added 
passion, the last element of consummate love to their relationship.  
Ricco defined love in one word; happiness. He argued that although it is possible to 
call someone your girl/boyfriend, cyber-love is still impersonal, whereas the love for 
an offline couple is real because they can express feelings face-to-face. His statement 
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is very similar to Jennifer’s statement about meeting in person and having your 
feelings tested. Much like the other interviewees, Ricco believes that love is built over 
time by being physically closer to each other. 
“[...] but I think that love in general can be created and can be felt really from the 
people that you just meet and you just know that she is the one. [...] Love, You can 
exchange feelings and emotion with another person right next to your side, if you are 
crying or you sad or happy you wanna show something you just… tell it.” 
Fatma, who met her husband offline, described love very similarly to the way Ricco 
described it; that it is the exchange of feelings.  
“To me love is my husband and kids. I love them very much, when they tell me they 
love me it’s like I’m drowning in love. I live for them.” 
For Fatma, however, it is her children and her husband - the people closest to her that 
she finds love and support from. She used a metaphor to describe her feelings and the 
love she receives. To her, love is being a mother and a wife and the purpose of life is 
her family. All of the four interviews described the notion of love in various ways, 
however, they all had one thing in common and that is that love can be felt 
nonverbally when two people are physically present. 
 
Selective Information Giving 
When Jennifer was asked about how she dealt with the fact that she had met her 
husband online, she explained that in the beginning, she felt a slight shame. Over time 
this feeling faded because her family met her husband and people around her realized 
there was a genuine connection between her and Johan. Nevertheless, due to the 
generation gap and possibility of prejudice, she was selective about the information 
she gave. For example, her grandparents were not told that she had met Johan online. 
“I’m more hesitant to tell the older members of the family than I am to younger 
members of the family. ‘Cause my grandparents don’t particularly understand that.” 
There were similarities in the case of Sofia and Benjamin regarding the selection of 
information given to their family or friends. In the interview we asked them how they 
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felt about having met online and whether they ever felt any shame or prejudice from 
other people, Sofia started with addressing the issue: 
“I think it depends where you are and depends… For example I don’t know. It’s just 
in the Faroes they are a bit square.” 
Benjamin supported the statement by referring to the Faroese as ‘behind’. What we 
see described here is that based on different cultural views, meeting a love interest on 
cyberspace can be frowned upon. Benjamin especially underlined that online dating is 
taboo in his country, and mostly due to the fact that it is a small country with shared 
opinions amongst the people: 
“Yeah they don’t say anything like that to me but they say it […] but it is taboo in my 
country. Many men do it and I don’t think they, yeah that are not too many girls the 
same age on the Island. It’s so tiny, there are two thousand less women and there are 
only 48.000 people. The whole country.” 
Here Benjamin talked about the fact that online dating is a taboo subject in his home 
country, yet many men do it. The way he explained the situation shows that there is 
stereotyping connected to dating online in the Faroe Islands since some men use 
cyberspace in order to find younger women who perhaps wish to escape from their 
own countries and come to Europe. But for Benjamin, when going online and when 
meeting Sofia falling in love was not his initial intention, it was a process that 
happened over time. With that said, he was in fact really interested in Sofia’s 
background and culture, the difference between the two was an attractive factor to 
him. 
“Yeah people are different and interesting too from other countries, right? I mean it’s 
not just the same. In the city people are almost just the same. And they like the same 
things pretty much, right? It’s not different people, I think the net is good for that.” 
What Benjamin states here is that going on the Internet, from his point of view, is a 
way of expanding one’s horizons and meeting people on a global scale. Appadurai 
(1990) talks about technoscapes and how the world has become more globalized and 
in the case of Sofia and Benjamin, it resulted in a connection across borders. So in 
their point of view, although having to deal with prejudice from people in their 
surroundings, they viewed online dating as a positive way to connect with people 
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from different countries. Prejudice from different groups of people was a crucial issue 
regarding the topic of online love being taboo. 
“Yeah I think it depends. If people are asking, or how they are asking, I don’t know. I 
feel like when they ask about it in some way I just say I met him randomly, and 
sometimes he would just say “she fell from the sky.” Yeah because, it’s just, people 
ask too many questions. And I don’t know sometimes it feels like they are, ehm, on 
your face all the time, right? So sometimes you just don’t answer the questions.” 
What Sofia explains here, is something we would call selective information giving. 
The couple deliberately decided in which contexts they wished to share private 
information and with whom in order to avoid judgmental comments. Selective 
information giving also took place in Ricco’s case. When asked how he felt about 
telling others about his cyber dating experience, Ricco said that he only shared the 
information with his closest friend: 
“[…] I have best friend of course whom I told everything about and he said: “oh cool 
for you.” [Laughs] That’s was the only person I refer to, it was cyber dating and I’m 
not spread the voice to everyone. [Laughs] but it was just like fun and trying so… so I 
think that was just it.” 
In this context it is intriguing to look into why he only shared the experience with a 
person whom he has a personal relation to, and kept it a secret to others. Ricco being 
in his early twenties he grew up in a society with a rapid technological development. 
Therefore, the fear or embarrassment of sharing a cyber dating experience shows that 
there are still elements of taboo connected to the topic. These elements may be due to 
the cultural and social context in which Ricco lived in, such as religious or family 
background, the perception of others on cyber dating etc. In conclusion, all of the 
interviewees felt insecure informing other people about their cyber dating experience, 
since in their case it was not socially accepted. When it came to their family members, 
due to the generation gap, all of the informants were selective in providing the 
information on how they met their romantic partners.  
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Cultural Clash and Stereotypes 
The interviews brought up the issue revolving around stereotypes and labeling taking 
place in their relationship or their surroundings. This is a point that was not raised in 
the theory section but is interesting to look into, since there are relatively many people 
who meet online and form a relationship with someone from a different ethnic 
groups23. 
What is interesting in Jennifer’s relationship with her husband is that although both 
parties belong to the Western countries, with relatively similar traditions in terms of 
religious and cultural traditions, they still faced some cultural clashes in the beginning 
of their relationship. What is striking is that the cultural clashes were in fact not about 
the bigger things, but smaller ones. For example, in the United States, Wisconsin, 
where Jennifer is originally from, they public transport systems different than 
Denmark’s. She explained that once she came to Copenhagen, she had no idea how to 
take the bus and that caused some anger in her husband: 
“We had some other troubles in the beginning with cultural differences, things that he 
would be angry about, that I said I just didn’t know anything about, uhm, I don’t 
know how to take the bus… the whole system is completely different. You pay a dollar, 
you get on the bus, you ride around all day, it doesn’t matter where you are going, 
what time you’re gonna get off the bus, but here you know, have to know where you 
are going, you tell the bus chauffeur where you are going, you pay a certain amount 
and you get on the bus and get off the bus, including that you push the ‘STOP’ on the 
bus. In the US that button is only for emergencies[…]” 
When asked about how her husband’s environment acted towards her, she said that 
most of the members of his family were not very welcoming and understanding of 
different ethnic backgrounds and cultures, including hers: 
“[...]his dad is and his new wife and that-- side, they are definitely much more 
harsher to immigrants than - definitely racist even, they are just like, you know, ‘all 
these immigrants come to our country and bla bla bla bla’ [...]  about immigrants and 
people coming to take welfare and not having a job cause I haven’t had a job yet in 
Denmark and all these things [...] they tell me all sorts of shit, like ‘oh you have to eat 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
23  ‘Ethnic group’ relates to a population with common traditions, values, cultural or national 
backgrounds etc. 
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rye-bread and liver-paste because you live in Denmark’ - and I hate rye-bread and 
liver-paste - look just because I came to this country, [...] 
She described how her husband’s parents expressed subtle prejudice towards people 
who immigrate to Denmark, and how she had experienced a racist attitude from her 
in-laws because they believed that when deciding to live in Denmark she needed to 
embrace their standard of traditions and norms. Jennifer’s in-laws seemed to be 
accepting of their son’s choice of marrying a non-Dane, yet she felt frustration when 
the topic of immigration in Denmark was brought up, since the in-laws first and 
foremost perceived her as an immigrant and thereafter their daughter in-law. She also 
talked about how things changed once her daughter was born, because Johan’s family 
did not want her to be raised as biracial or bilingual: 
“His mom and her new husband, they are really excited that I’m foreign and they 
were really accepting in the beginning [...] but then my daughter was born and it was 
like, when ‘all your foreign ways are fun, but your daughter is gonna act Danish 
cause that our grandchild and you can be however you want, but the grandchild is 
definitely gonna be Danish.’ and I was like ‘no!’ She’s [half-American] she’s gonna 
learn English.” 
A number of matters regarding stereotypes are raised here. And even though 
Jennifer’s physical appearance could be considered Danish, Johan’s family seemed to 
be a bit too stereotypical when it came to the Danish culture. Jennifer did not 
experience racism due to her physical characteristics but because of her culture. 
Regarding this, she said: 
“Yeah, I get that all the time. But it’s the culture. Because I look Danish and all my 
friends that I know from sprogskole [language school] don’t look Danish, they are 
either very Middle-Eastern or very Asian or whatever – they’re basically not white 
except a few Poles that I know, and then I would go to all these parties and they [her 
in-laws] would be like ‘oh we hate these people and all immigrants, but not you Jen, 
not you!’ ‘Oh not me, Jen? Cause my eyes are blue?’ [...]” 
Similarly, Sofia and Benjamin each come from different countries. Throughout the 
interview they explained and discussed their experiences when dealing with this 
matter. When asked what they were mostly talking about they quickly both underlined 
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the differences between them. Benjamin talked about how he found Sofia’s 
background quite fascinating in their initial interaction of building a bond online. 
B.:  “[...] religion and culture, extremely much with the culture and religion.” 
S.: “ Yeah because we are so different.” 
B.: “ About the differences, and the religion and culture and all the stuff that you do 
in Mexico [...]” 
The fact that they both come from different cultural and ethnic backgrounds became a 
point of interest and conversation for them. With cyberspace being a psychological 
domain (Ben-Ze’ev, 2004) distance is not measured geographically but 
psychologically. Since Sofia and Benjamin met in a joint space, the fact that they 
were physically distanced from each other did not prevent a connection; on the 
contrary it actually became a point of connection based on curiosity and an interest of 
the unknown. Benjamin was especially drawn to Sofia and her background: 
“ I thought she was interesting, Mexico is very interesting, it is interesting coming 
from a very small place and see all the different things. Also her life was very 
different than mine. Very interesting [...]” 
When considering the dynamics of technoscapes, according to Appadurai (1990) we 
can see here that via technology an interest in cross-borders is created. Because of 
people moving around the globe, in this case when visiting their respective countries 
and the exchange of ideas or cultures, which is what Appadurai (1990) calls 
ideoscapes, cultural disagreements can occur. The decisions the couple has made have 
led to a long-term relationship, but they both underlined that challenges also occur 
due to the cultural differences between them. Sofia explained: 
“ Yeah, and I think when we are from totally different places, not only places, but 
continent-wise. The differences are huge, huge, huge. Like there is a space between 
us, culturally speaking, and it is very hard to overcome sometimes because we were 
just raised differently and it is very hard to overcome sometimes because we were just 
raised differently and it is very hard to deal with those things. And to accept those 
things and know that you cannot change them.” 
Based on this statement we get an insight into how a cultural clash can occur when 
people from different backgrounds form a union. There are both pros and cons when 
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people from different corners of the world become a couple, but it seems that the 
commitment between the two becomes a greater factor for them than the differences 
between them, both geographically and culturally speaking. 
In conclusion, Fatma did not mention any matters regarding cultural clash, but that 
was merely due to the fact that she and Omar came from two different, yet very 
similar cultural backgrounds and they both resided in Denmark at the time. She did 
not mention this in the interview. Similarly, Ricco did not state anything about 
cultural differences and stereotypical attitudes between them or into their social 
environments. It is interesting to see how in the first two cases, where a deeper 
relationship was built, matters like cultural differences and stereotypes are of 
importance and can be an issue either in the relationship itself or in the surroundings 
of the couple. Yet, in the second cases, where their relation did not develop into a 
long term relationship, it was not due to their cultural differences but because of other 
reasons; the lack of attraction and distance.  
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DISCUSSION 
When it comes to exploring the notion of love, there are different theories and 
perceptions that explain the mechanism behind falling in love. Although the scientific 
facts prove that love occurs because of the chemical reactions in the body, the 
interviewees did not mention these factors as the most significant ones when it came 
to defining love. It is in the human nature to search for a deeper meaning when it 
comes to important aspects of life. We wish to believe that there is a purpose or 
reason behind choosing our romantic partner. It is difficult to grasp the idea that, 
when other factors put aside, it is mere chemicals that bring two people together. 
Biologically speaking, our brains are wired to be driven to a certain scent known as 
pheromones, however, we want to believe that there is more to the union of two 
people. We bring out many rhymes and reasons as to why we know that a specific or a 
chosen partner is meant to be with us.  
Aristophanes (as cited in B. Jowett, 1970) claimed that human beings were once 
creatures with eight limbs and two heads. When Zeus separated them, their only 
purpose in life was to find their missing half.24 Even though this is just a myth that 
Aristophanes presented, many people hold on to this idea and have a desire to fulfill 
the need to find their soul mate or ‘their better half’. It is noteworthy that one of the 
narratives presented in our empirical data, this idea is connected to the interviewee’s 
definition of love. Sofia explained how she used this story to connect with Benjamin, 
suggesting that perhaps he was her ‘missing half’. A new survey from Rutgers 
University's National Marriage Project says that Americans in their twenties, who 
have not been married, search for a romantic partner that shares the same ideas and 
feelings. Compared to the previous generations where people valued stability and 
alikeness in culture more, this generation has the desire to find their soul mate before 
anything else. Among the participants of the survey, 94 percent stated that they wish 
their marital partner to ‘first and foremost’ be their other half.25 This study also proves 
that the idea of having a soul mate is pervasive among the youngest generation. 
Nowadays, people find new ways of seeking their romantic partner. In an ever-
shifting world, people not only move around the globe, but they also move across 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
24 See page 43 
25 http://abcnews.go.com/US/story?id=93078 (Accessed on the 10th of December 2014) 
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borders - figuratively - in cyberspace. The technological growth has allowed people to 
meet and interact with others even when being at home, and has shortened the 
distance between them. This is proven by the growing number of people who seek an 
encounter online for a chance to develop a romantic relationship. With the invention 
of new applications for communication such as Skype26, people are now able to 
video-chat and this allows them to see each other’s body language, which would not 
have been possible two decades ago. A new study published on 
datingsitesreviews.com shows that by the year 2031, 50 percent of the people will 
have met online. Romain Bertrand, marketing director of eHarmony, states that in the 
next years to come the most common way for couples to meet will be through an 
online space. This is perhaps due to the boom of technological inventions, for 
example, smartphones and tablets and the applications provided for them, which make 
it more convenient to communicate wherever and whenever. 
However, one also needs to bear in mind the less glamorous side of cyber dating. 
When people interact online, it is possible for one or both parties to pretend to be 
someone who they are not. According to a study conducted by the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and Cornell University, 80 percent of people often are dishonest 
about their height, age, and weight.27 
A TV-show called Catfish addresses this exact issue. Nev Schulman, a 26-year-old 
man from New York, had an online experience where he fell in love with someone he 
believed to be a young beautiful woman. Later, this woman's true identity was 
exposed and he found out that she was a middle-aged woman who had made a fake 
profile on Facebook, using someone else’s pictures. This experience inspired him to 
create the TV-show Catfish, where he helps others in similar situations28. Being a 
‘catfish’29 online means that one presents a fake persona of themselves either by 
altering their personality, physical appearance or both. In Jennifer’s case, the same 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
26 Skype was founded and launched in 2003. The official website describes the software as: Skype is 
for doing things together, whenever you’re apart” http://www.skype.com/en/about/  (Accessed on 
December 16th 2014) 
27 http://www.womansday.com/sex-relationships/dating-marriage/online-dating-profile-lies  (Accessed 
on the December 10th 2014) 
28  http://www.forbes.com/sites/kashmirhill/2013/01/22/the-manti-teo-hoax-means-everyone-now-
knows-what-a-catfish-is/  (Accessed on the 10th of December 2014) 
29The background of the name of the tv-show is inspired by a story of fishermen who transported 
codfish from Alaska to China. They found out that the flesh of the fish lost its qualities and got mushy, 
they therefore decided to keep them in tanks instead and added some catfish that would keep the fish 
awake. 
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happened, however in a smaller level; Johan had altered the color of his eyes and even 
though every other detail was correct about him, Jennifer felt slightly betrayed. 
The dynamics of romantic online relationships are different than the offline ones, but 
they still share many similarities in the psychological aspect. Even though a cyber 
couple lacks in-personal contact, the feelings that are triggered in them are the same 
as an offline couple’s; for example, jealousy, anger, intimacy, insecurity etc. 
Sternberg, who did not focus on cyber dating but on love in general, states that an 
ideal or complete romantic relationship consists of all the three components: intimacy, 
passion and decision/commitment. This is evident in the interviews that were 
conducted; Jennifer and Sofia describe their relationships to consist of these feelings 
and elements, even though they are not directly mentioned. The SIDE model30 also 
argues that strong commitments can be initiated on cyberspace just as they can in the 
offline world. However, the interviewees also acknowledged the importance of 
meeting in person and that one cannot be a hundred percent certain of the chemistry 
before being in each other’s physical presence. So, in a way the online relationship is 
not exactly like an offline relationship when it comes to confirming the connection. 
Jennifer literally used the word ‘real’ to describe her feelings towards Johan; she 
explained that she wished to meet him in order to know whether their feelings were 
real. This was a common pattern between the interviewees’ response.  
A suggestion for further investigation of this field could be to follow a group of 
people who have started using the Internet as a platform of dating and witness every 
step, with a focus on the aspect of sexual interaction. Perhaps, also include the 
different views both genders have on online dating when it comes to the ethics of 
cyber love. Some people lie about their personal information when creating a dating 
profile, which is where the informal term ‘catfishing’ enters the picture, and that is 
something that a further research project could investigate.  
 
 
 
 
 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
30 See page 20 
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CONCLUSION 
The aim of our study was to shed light on the concept of cyber love and better 
understand the dynamics of relationships that were formed online. Individuals who 
establish cyber relationships believe that even though intimacy can be developed in 
cyberspace, meeting face to face is an important step to see if the chemistry between 
them is still present. Some may suggest that interacting and meeting in cyberspace is 
impersonal because the communication happens with some aspects missing e.g. the 
physical presence. On the contrary, the lack of this element can enhance a strong bond 
between two people who interact online, since the effort to connect is put in the 
process of getting to know each other's personalities.  Generally, cyber relationships 
begin with written communication and develop through the finding of common 
interests and a continuous interaction. When the suitable time comes, couples who 
have experienced an intimate connection online, decide to meet and find out if this 
attachment can correspond to the feelings and expectations they have had towards 
each other. Cyber relations do not always turn out the way one would hope for since it 
holds risks; the online world is a place where danger sometimes lurks. Since one has 
the option to hide their true identity behind a screen, they can manipulate people into 
believing that the fake image portrayed of themselves is true, and that they do not 
have poor intentions.  
But is there a difference between love and cyber love? Many theories attempt to 
answer the question of what the notion of love is but the definition remains 
unspecified, mainly because it is a notion that can also be defined subjectively. This is 
proven by the answers given by the interviewees, since each one of them had a 
different opinion on what love might be for them. Love is described as a feeling of 
trustworthiness and comfort; it is finding a person who is a friend and a partner who 
accepts one’s flaws. This applies for both the online and the offline situation, the 
difference is the circumstances people find themselves in. Meeting in cyberspace is 
another way of interacting and connecting with someone; it is another approach to the 
building of relationships and the search of love in a society where the technological 
development has caused changes in interpersonal relationships. Cyber love however, 
cannot remain on a cyber level, but must eventually move to a context where the 
connection and the communication occur face to face. The platforms, which people 
meet on nowadays are different, but the essence of love in both cases is the same, 
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cyber-love is only something that can develop further when two individuals encounter 
in an offline interaction. 
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GROUP REFLECTION 
During the group formation process, the group members sought for project proposals 
where we would be able to cover the different dimensions that we were missing. A 
group of three was formed, and possible project topics were discussed. It was decided 
to contact a supervisor and suggest an idea for a project proposal. The fourth group 
member joined, and we decided to form a group mainly based on a common interest 
in the topic of love and the successful group dynamics experienced in the previous 
semester project. 
The initial project idea was to look into the notion of love from a philosophical point 
of view when an essay on love was suggested as an inspiration for a starting point. 
But we decided that this topic was too abstract and we therefore considered to explore 
a more specific problem area. Different topics suggested within the group were e.g. 
cross-ethnic relationships or long distance relationships. However we came to the 
conclusion that cyber-love was a topic we all were familiar with and wished to 
explore the dynamics of online relationships. 
The fact that we had previously worked together and that we were a smaller group 
this semester helped us have better communication skills and understanding of each 
other. We were all familiar with each other’s different personalities, strengths and 
weaknesses, which created a nice atmosphere during project work and meetings. The 
guidance and knowledge of our supervisor also contributed to the process of writing 
the project report. 
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THEORY FOR THE HUMANITIES 
A question that was raised during the Theory for Humanities lecture was the reason 
why a theory or several theories are chosen for the respective projects. As Terry 
Eagleton states “If theory means a reasonably systematic reflection on our guiding 
assumptions, it remains indispensable as ever.” (Eagleton, 2004: 2). Many theorists 
and thinkers came up with critical ways of thinking by producing works that provoked 
thoughts and shaped the culture. He refers to that era as the “golden age” (Eagleton, 
2004: 1). The generations of people that followed after these scholars worked and are 
still working with these ideas to further develop them, criticize them or come up with 
new original theories (Eagleton, 2004: 2). In this project report, the objective was to 
develop original ideas by interviewing people on the matter of love and the 
phenomenon of cyber love, but also present already existing theories on the matter; 
theories that were even developed in a completely different era, for instance the 385 
BC, have helped us understand the ideas that emerged during that period and identify 
the differences of people’s views on love. 
  
For this reason, we have chosen theories from three different disciplines to create an 
area where different points of view on love meet and connect, in order to get a deeper 
insight into this hard-to-define topic. We have chosen theories presented in the 
Symposium, a work by Plato that was written in c. 385–370 BC and have compared 
them with more contemporary ones by Singer and Nozick. The reason for this is that 
we wanted to look into whether the perception of love has changed over time. We 
wished to take into account the scientific aspect behind falling in love because we 
wanted to explore the idea of love not only on an abstract level, but also understand 
the scientific views behind it. We also included a theory by Sternberg in order to 
investigate love and relationships within the psychological aspect. Sternberg’s theory 
does not delve into the reasons why people fall in love per se, but rather what happens 
once love is established between two individuals, i.e. the relationship. This provided 
us with the tools to assess the dynamics of the interviewees’ relationships. Love has 
been an object of study for a long time, however the means of finding love has 
changed and arguably expanded. Cyber dating and cyber-love are becoming a part of 
the popular culture and everyday life. 
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Eagleton argues that today the study of everyday life and popular culture is worth 
investigating, while in the old days this was not the case: “Students once wrote 
uncritical, reverential essays on Flaubert, but all that has been transformed. 
Nowadays they write uncritical, reverential essays on Friends.31” (Eagleton, 2004: 5). 
The study of love dates back to the ancient Greek, and has over time been studied by 
many scholars. However, the study of cyber-love and cyber dating is becoming a new 
aspect of the Western everyday life due to the changes in the social context and the 
development of technology. With this advance of the social settings, the phenomenon 
of cyber dating is slowly being established within the academia. In the early stages of 
our research, it was difficult to get hold of literature that dealt with cyber-love, and 
the handful of literature that we managed to find were written and published quite 
recently. 
  
The theory that we found relevant to cyber dating was Appadurai’s work on global 
flows that contribute to the process of globalization. Because we had worked with 
Appadurai’s theory before, we noted the connection within the “scapes” and his 
theory and our research area. This particular theory helped us to draw a picture of 
how globalization influenced and created a way to cyber-love. Nicole Constable 
refers to Appadurai’s global flows when talking about love and globalization. The two 
theories combined help us understand the impact of globalization on romantic 
relationships. Since we wished to broaden our knowledge on the concept of cyber-
love and the differences with the offline love, we included theories and views 
presented in the work of Ben-Ze’ev as well Whitty and Carr. These theories provided 
us with tools and an insight into how the dynamics of online romantic interaction 
works. In addition to that, during the analysis of the empirical data, we saw patterns 
described in the SIDE-model that were reflected in the narratives of the interviewees. 
  
This project explains the notion of love and thereafter the concept of cyber-love, 
however, as the notion of love has been under scrutiny before, we do not consider the 
findings to add any new knowledge. Nevertheless, the empirical data combined with 
the theories that were used, can indeed give an insight to the world of cyber-love, and 
thus add to the human knowledge. 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
31 Friends was a successful American sit-com premiering in 1994. The show ran for many seasons.  
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 Moreover, another important question to be answered is in which discipline this 
paper could be categorized as. Since we have dealt with theories derived from the 
philosophical and the psychological field, Humanities is the first. According to Gay 
(2009: 9) in a humanistic research, one cannot divide the tasks, write on each one of 
them and then be sure that they will perfectly fit together. We found this statement to 
be true in our case because when we divided the tasks of writing, and later brought 
together the materials, we realized that they needed to be edited as they were missing 
the red thread. One of the seven models Gay (2009: 17) suggests is the 20-mule team 
model. This kind of team requires for people who work on the research paper to have 
the same target and look at the same direction with a certain person leading the group 
towards this direction.  Thus, a humanistic research in a group is not easy to be done 
because it mostly lacks a general problem. Humanists working together do not share a 
problem. This occurs because there are many notions when talking about religion or 
in this case love, but this is what makes the humanistic work interesting. The 
Humanities, according to Gay (2009: 21) as a field, studies “the essence of personal 
and public self-understanding”. In this project, our aim was to define and understand 
love and the phenomenon of cyber-love, as it is described by philosophers and 
psychologists, but also as it is understood by people in general. For this reason, one 
could claim that parts of our project lean towards the Social Studies, since we aimed 
to look into how individuals interact in an era where the means of social interaction 
and the formation of romantic relationships have changed due to global development.  
 
Another question we were requested to answer was whether our project topic stems 
from a divergent or a convergent thinking. As Kuhn (1977: 226-227) states a 
scientific research can be characterized by flexibility and might have revolution as a 
target. New ideas may blossom by rejecting an old idea or fact. This is what is called 
divergent thinking. However, he goes on stating that it is all good with looking for a 
big breakthrough when doing a research, but many of the scientists do not really seek 
it. Research may start as a convergent state, but might lead to a revolution. This study 
on cyber-love can be characterized as convergent since we presented theories and 
ideas already published by scholars. The experiences and the ideas of people, and the 
study of all the chosen theories have led us into different interpretations of love and 
cyber love, but it cannot be considered a breakthrough. 
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APPENDICES  
 
Appendix A 
 
Interviewee: Jennifer 
Age: 29 
Nationality: American 
 
We are doing a project on cyber-dating/cyber-love, yeah, people who meet their 
significant other or romantic partner online and not necessarily through dating-
websites, but they meet online. Could you tell us how you met your husband and 
when it happened? 
Jennifer: Let’s see, uh… November, December, January 2008. I had set a dating 
profile on okcupid.com, yeah, it’s a free site and uhm… you know, I had, eh, before 
that I had had a boyfriend that had moved away, so then I have this website for a little 
while. I messaged my husband first, uhm… I sent a simple message, I said - cause you 
can like text-message or email, and I just said ‘where is Denmark?’ because I didn’t 
really know. And eh, I knew the location but I didn’t know anything about it and then 
he wrote back to me and we messaged for uh, a couple of months and talked and 
eventually talked on the phone and eventually I came here to visit. 
 
Could you see a picture on the website? 
Jennifer: Yeah, he had a picture of him, just one. (Was there also a lot of 
description about himself on his profile?) Yeah, yeah, he had one picture of himself 
that would be your standard headshot and uh, he had, on his profile, very limited 
amount of text, it was just some books that he liked. (So it was the look that caught 
your attention?) Yeah, I guess so, yeah. 
 
How long did you text or chat online before you actually met up with him in 
person? 
Jennifer: Before we met in person? Uhm, two months. Yeah, we started talking on the 
phone after a couple of weeks. I was in the US and he was in Denmark. 
 
What were your expectations when you joined the dating-website? 
Jennifer: Well, yeah, I didn’t have any expectations. Cause I hadn’t really made any 
profile ever on a dating website before. I was recommended this particular website 
instead of for example, they have e-harmony and they have (match.com?) yes! And 
all these other sites -- for two simple reasons; one it was free, the other ones you had 
to pay. And the second reason is that, uh… I’d run into uh, a long-time ex-boyfriend 
at Starbucks and he, I said ‘Hey, how is it going? How are things?’ [He said] ‘I just 
met a new girl online on this website and you should try it’ and I said ‘Do you know 
what, my boyfriend just moved away, I think I will.’ So I did. [So you were inspired?] 
Jennifer: Yeah, from a personal recommendation, I guess. 
 
Do you think it’s easier to meet someone online than to actually meet them in 
person? 
Jennifer: No, because you, real life, you meet a handful of people and out of those 
handful of people, perhaps there might be one that the percentage is higher that the 
person is decent. But uh, on the internet there were like a hundred crazy disgusting 
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men that messaged due a day that you had to go through, you know, a hundred emails 
you had to filter out of all the horrible things and the dick pics and the - you know, the 
uh, the things that you wouldn’t deal with in maybe perhaps real life, ‘cause in real 
life maybe there are a few scum men that would come up to you in the street and be 
like ‘Hey baby, show me your boobs’ but in real life you walk away and be like ‘okay, 
I’m gonna call the police’ but they can easily email that to you if you put your email 
on [your profile]. [It is] because of the anonymity. 
 
Was the chemistry you had different online and offline when you finally met him 
in person? Was it strange to meet him in person? 
Jennifer: Uh, for only like an hour. (What changed?) Uhm [long pause] the 
awkwardness of it. I think I flew across the Atlantic, so that puts a certain amount of 
pressure on you. We had very long discussions about my visit before I came to visit. 
And one of the discussions were, originally I was gonna come for a short visit and 
then leave again, but what we ended up doing after we talked about it for a long time, 
is that it cost a great deal of money to come across the Atlantic, and it also cost a 
great deal of personal, uh, paying - I actually had to quit my job because you don’t 
get vacation in the US, uh, not guaranteed no, in here [Denmark] you get five weeks 
vacation, but they are not so flexible in the US. So, what that meant was that I had to 
give up a lot and I didn’t just wanna do it for a week. I actually proposed to him that I 
would come for a month. So the first time I came, I came for almost three weeks and I 
said, because the rationale if I came for a week, it’d just be really easy to, to be 
superficial, but if I came for a month, we would had to get along and we have to know 
if it was real. Uhm, you know you can put up with someone for a few dates, but after a 
while you really start to know them. So I said I’m gonna come for a month and that’s 
even - but the, uh, of course that’s putting a big risk on myself. My mom said ‘A 
month! Are you out of your mind? Well just go for a short visit’ I said but if I go there 
for a month, then we’ll know at the end of the month how we feel and at the end of the 
month, uh, there were kind of into, in prompt?? proposal, it was like okay, I can go 
back to United States and look for another job, and we can put this off, or I can come 
here and the only way to really come here was to be married. (And you stayed with 
him?)  Yeah, he had his own apartment and it was fine. 
 
You said you wanted to see if it was real - could you elaborate on that? 
Jennifer: Well, is it just a shallow attraction because he is a very attractive man at 
the point [laughs] or, you know, and superficial on - okay, so we happen to like the 
same books and the same movies and that kind of thing, or there, uhm, something you 
could deal with in the long term. You know, did he have some sort of habits that 
would drive me nuts. Uh, he didn’t smoke, but he had smoked and that’s kind of a no 
deal for me. Uhm, that kind of stuff. You know, personal issues. 
 
So that’s how you knew it was real? Because of those things? 
Jennifer: You never really know, I guess. But I could tell after three weeks of living 
together, I could tell that it wasn’t just a physical attraction and it wasn’t just - 
happen to like the same movies, there was something deeper. 
 
Before you met him in person, did you feel like you were in love? 
Jennifer: Yeah, of course. (Was that possible to you even though you hadn’t met 
him?) I don’t know. Everyone gets an infatuation with a new person, and you can get 
philosophical if that’s real love or not, but certainly, I felt in love enough to take a 
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risk to quit my job and pay a lot of money to come across the Atlantic and my family 
still jokes about it, says you should have lost your kidney, which is a clean way of 
saying that you are gonna get raped, you know, for coming to a foreign country by 
yourself as a young woman, uhm, and so i definitely could have been raped and killed 
and thrown into a pond and uh… (But would you have come if you didn’t have any 
sense of trust in him?) I had trust in him, but I also had precautions. I made him 
send me his social security card, his driver’s license, his credit card, I had all that on 
file, so that I could tell that he was a real person and not just a, yeah, a catfish. 
Exactly. 
 
So, after you met, would you say your ‘relationship’ was validated in some 
sense? 
Jennifer: Yeah (Do you think it’s the physical presence of him that made you feel 
that way?) A lot of communication is nonverbal and uhm, there are a lot of things 
that are simple, maybe how someone eats, how clean they are, that you can’t tell by 
talking to them. So it had a lot to do that I lived in his house too, he had a clean 
house, he designed it in the way I would have designed a house. He enjoyed cooking 
food and drinking tea and…. Maybe you say you like to drink tea, but sharing a cup 
together is different. So… 
 
Do you feel he was the same person online and offline? 
Jennifer: No, I make fun of him for that. (Yeah?) Maybe it’s my American nature, but 
I was certainly completely honest. There are a couple of things that we joke about, 
one of them is, I told him I have small boobs and he said ‘all girls say that’. And so he 
didn’t believe it. And then when he met me he was like ‘oh my Gosh, you really do 
have small boobs.’ [laughs] and he thought that’s because women just always, you 
know, put themselves down, but I wasn’t kidding. I really don’t have boobs 
whatsoever (addresses her chest) this is all padding, y’know. So, he laughed about 
that. And something else that I say, especially when my daughter was born, I said 
‘you photo-shopped eyes’ and when I was pregnant, everyone was asking ‘oh what is 
your daughter gonna look like?’ or ‘what’s the baby gonna be like’ that kind of stuff 
and I said to everyone ‘I hope she has his photo-shopped eyes!’ [laughs] and the 
reason is he has blue eyes naturally, but he did photoshop them to make them slightly 
bluer in the picture (on his profile) and my picture was not in the least photo-shopped 
to manipulate in any way. Now the only thing he did to the picture was to make his 
eye bluer, so of course he was attractive when I met him, but nonetheless that was a 
very subtle manipulation, I felt. 
 
What about personality-wise? Did he live up to the expectations? And did you to 
his? 
Jennifer: Yeah, I don’t think I shocked him in any way. Uhm, I think there are things 
that maybe he hadn’t realized about me but could have told, uhm, learned later, uhm, 
that are more due to cultural differences, eh, for example being outgoing. He knew I 
was outgoing, but now he understands that Americans are outgoing just in general. 
And eh, uhm some other things like that. We had some other troubles in the beginning 
with cultural differences, things that he would be angry about, that I said I just didn’t 
know anything about, uhm, I don’t know how to take the bus… the whole system is 
completely different. You pay a dollar, you get on the bus, you ride around all day, it 
doesn’t matter where you are going, what time you’re gonna get off the bus, but here 
you know, have to know where you are going, you tell the bus chauffeur where you 
	   57	  
are going, you pay a certain amount and you get on the bus and get off the bus, 
including that you push the ‘STOP’ on the bus. In the US that button is only for 
emergencies. You know, if you feel threatened or if you feel the bus is gonna crash or 
you feel something is wrong, then you push the ‘STOP’ button, but you can’t just push 
it because you wanna get off that corner, [laughs]   
 
Do you think your relationship would have developed differently if you had met 
him offline? 
Jennifer: Well the biggest change that would have changed, uh, or would have been 
different, if he was American or if we had met in localities, Danes don’t generally 
believe in marriage. So he basically told me ‘I would never had married you if you 
didn’t need it to come to this country’. He would have been in a relationship with me, 
we would have lived together and had a daughter, but the marriage certificate is not 
big in Denmark. People can live together for 25-30 years and raise children together 
and never get officially on paper married. And he didn’t feel that had any sort of -- 
legitimacy, just because you walked into a church and said ‘I do.’ I don’t know, I half 
agree with him, I don’t feel you need to go in front of a priest and confess everything 
into the world in order to make a marriage legitimate, uhm, but I think eventually 
after having children, I probably would have preferred to marry him officially. But I 
think, had I been Danish or had he been American, we probably wouldn’t have 
(gotten married). Or if we had gotten married, it would been more of a- eh, eventually 
after living together for 10 years ‘let’s get around to it’ and had a party. (So it’s 
more of a practical thing in his mind?) It’s practical in both of our minds, but yeah, 
I mean, it became practical because that’s the requirement of getting a visa. 
 
How do/did you feel about meeting him online? There is a certain taboo around 
this topic. 
Jennifer: I’m more hesitant to tell the older members of the family than I am to 
younger members of the family. Cause my grandparents don’t particularly understand 
that. I think now that things have worked out and we’ve been together for many years 
and have a child, nobody thinks anything of it, but in the beginning there were 
definitely many warnings and advice from people, that he’s just gonna turn out to be 
a scumbag or he’s just gonna rape you or something like that. And now that they’ve 
met him, of course they don’t feel that way. You know. (So you don’t feel any shame 
or anything telling people how you two met?) Maybe in the beginning. But not 
anymore. Now that people have met him, I don’t have to - now I can just say to my 
grandma “this is Joachim” and she knows. But when you are in the beginning of the 
relationship, it took him a year to come over to United States and meet my family and 
so in the beginning they didn’t know who he is and they haven’t talked to him, then 
they can still imagine the worst in their heads. 
 
What about his (Joachim’s) parents? Do they ask you to learn Danish? 
Jennifer: Yeah, I do speak Danish, I have to, but um… yeah well, because his parents 
are divorced. So his dad is and his new wife and that-- side, they are definitely much 
more harsher to immigrants than - definitely racist even, they are just like, you know, 
‘all these immigrants come to our country and bla bla bla bla’ and that’s like ‘I don’t 
wanna hear that shit’ and um… yeah, so they are all very racist about that and they 
tell me all sorts of shit, like ‘oh you have to eat rye-bread and liver-paste because you 
live in Denmark’ - and I hate rye-bread and liver-paste - look just because I came to 
this country, [it] doesn’t mean that automatically I will enjoy the taste of liver-paste, 
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it’s like what the fuck, you know. His mom and her new husband, they are really 
excited that I’m foreign and they were really accepting in the beginning, but then of 
course comes the subtle racism, you know what I mean? Like the very subtle things, 
like in the beginning it was me that was different, they loved the Thanksgiving dinners 
I hosted and they love all my foreign ways, but then my daughter was born and it was 
like, when ‘all your foreign ways are fun, but your daughter is gonna act Danish 
cause that our grandchild and you can be however you want, but the grandchild is 
definitely gonna be Danish.’ and I was like ‘no!’ She’s [half-American] she’s gonna 
learn English. 
 
You look very Danish though. 
Jennifer: Yeah, I get that all the time. But it’s the culture. Because I look Danish and 
all my friends that I know from sprogskole [language school] don’t look Danish, they 
are either very Middle-Eastern or very Asian or whatever – they’re basically not 
white except a few Poles that I know, and then I would go to all these parties and they 
[her in-laws] would be like ‘oh we hate these people and all immigrants, but not you 
Jen, not you!’ ‘Oh not me, Jess? Cause my eyes are blue?’ Like, you know, and I’m 
like ‘seriously? You wanna say that?’ Cause you wouldn’t be saying that to me if I 
was - and my husband hears even more shit, even more horrible things at his work 
and stuff, (About you?) No, just about immigrants and people coming to take welfare 
and not having a job cause I haven’t had a job yet in Denmark and all these things, 
and then they’ll say that, and he’ll be like ‘my wife is foreign’ and then they’ll be like 
‘oh I didn’t know that cause I only saw pictures of her, so’ cause they haven’t talked 
to me whatever and they saw that our daughter had blonde hair and blue eyes. 
 
How do you two deal with all this? 
Jennifer: Yeah, well, my husband is obviously very open, in fact he is a little too 
open, he wants a little Asian mistress, you know [laughs] I-- I’ve dealt with it in 
number of ways, mostly I fight far, far -- for example my husband got very angry one 
Easter dinner, because they [the in-laws] had a very official Easter-dinner, which is 
like fish, eggs, rye-bread with mackerels, and then yeah, I hate all that stuff. Oh God, 
it’s so disgusting. So I’m sitting at this party and we have like seven courses, and I’ve 
eaten only a hardboiled egg and his [Joachim’s] dad started giving me a lecture 
about ‘you should eat this stuff because you’re in Denmark now’ and then he – then 
my husband – I forgot what he said, but he said something really clever and he got 
really angry and said aloud to like everyone at the party that’s like ‘you’re gonna 
have to go to Mexico and eat, like, chili peppers or I’m gonna shove it down your 
throat’ and you know all sorts of stuff and he [father in law] shut up after that for a 
while, you know. So my husband really defended me, he got really angry that day, that 
was when our daughter was a baby. But he was just – I think he could take a number 
of comments, but it was like the fifteenth goddamn time he told me to eat liver-paste. 
He defends me on some things, especially liver-paste cause he himself does not like 
typical Danish food. He loves foreign food. He doesn’t like pork either, which is 
strange for a Dane. 
 
How long have you been together? 
Jennifer: Uh… well let’s see, we’ve been married for almost five years… we got 
married in June 2010… I don’t know… since 2008, so seven years? [Laughs] but we 
were also separated, you see. I was deported from Denmark. So I had to move back in 
with my parents for a short time. I mean, we were still in a relationship, of course, but 
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because I didn’t get a visa and was deported, when people ask me how long I’ve been 
in Denmark and stuff, I don’t really know what to answer. 
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Appendix B 
Interviewees:  Sofia and Benjamin 
Age: 28 and 30 
Nationality: Mexican and Faroese 
 
We would like to ask you some questions about your relationship and how you 
met, you met online right? 
Sofia: Yeah, it was back when facebook was kinda new. There’s a program, I don’t 
know if it exists anymore, it is called Zoosk. You upload your picture and the you meet 
people all over the world and… Yeah, I don’t know if it’s like a dating site persay, but 
it is a place where you meet people. Yeah I had my profile in there, I think it was 2009 
and I was living in Mexico and he was living in the faroes and he also had his profile 
in there. We added each other, or you can send like wink, and then the other person 
sends a wink back, and then we started talking. Like what’s your name, you know… 
Okay, and who contacted who? 
Sofia: I think it was me, yeah 
 
And what made you approach specifically him? 
Sofia: Hmm, I don’t, I dont, know.. I saw his picture and yeah… I guess in the 
beginning it is very much how they look in the picture, or, and the things that you like. 
For example I like blondies.. and he’s a blondie, he has blue eyes.. So I was just like 
“hey blondie”. Of course it is something very superficial at the beginning, but that 
how it is online I guess.. With the pictures and everything. 
 
So looks did matter when you approached him... 
Sofia: Yeah.... 
 
When you were talking online, when you created the profile was it to meet new 
people? You weren’t thinking I’m gonna find the love of my life, or? 
Sofia: Noo, not at all, no, that was not my aim at all. I was just having fun, I mean, I 
was getting through a breakup, but getting through a break-up not only meant you 
like meeting new people. Because I had my friends, but it was just another way to, to 
stop thinking about certain things, to yeah move on I guess. 
 
Yeah, okay. And for how long did you talk? 
Sofia: eeehm, through this program? we talked for like six months, I don’t, seven 
months. hmm like a year? (addressing Benjamin) 
(Benjamin speaks for the first time during the interview) 
Benjamin: Yeah for half a year with writing. 
Sofia: Yeah just writing. and it was like what do you do, and this happened in my 
country, random stuff. 
Benjamin: Religion and culture, extremely much with the culture and religion. 
Sofia: Yeah because we’re so different. 
Benjamin: About the differences, and the religion and culture and all the stuff you do 
in Mexico. The nightlife in Mexico, because we were partying a lot back then, so it 
was a lot about the nightlife. I mean in the beginning we just talked like, who are you 
and if I was looking for girls, cause we were talking like friends back then. Also you 
were talking about your breakup. 
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(Addressing Benjamin) and when did you feel there was chemistry, maybe more 
than just friendship? 
Benjamin: hmm, it took time, I mean because I was not there to do that. I came from 
a tiny place, and I think in order to not to go and party. Because all my friends loved 
to party, and we had extreme much fun, we used to go every weekend to party, 
probably two times every week and that was just too much. I worked a lot and I 
always work a lot and used all my money on drinking and electronics, which is 
completely waste and ridiculous. So after ten years of drinking I guess, it was 
ridiculous to work your as of just to party and get drunk. Trying to score some girls 
that you really don’t know or care about at all. I just got tired of it. 
 
So, maybe there was a more serious connection other than, “hey she’s hot, 
because you couldn’t just go to her place and do your usual thing and go home. 
Maybe you were forced to get to know each other first? 
Sofia: yeah exactly. 
Benjamin: yes, so many interesting things to talk about, I mean so many things going 
on at the same time. 
 
Did you feel that it was easier to communicate and be more open while protected 
behind a screen? 
Sofia: Know, I think I’ve always been very outgoing so I don’t think I would have a 
problem if it was face to face without any screen. But I think it allows you to be more 
yourself, for me I could be my real self. I spend with this other guy for five years, and 
somehow I became like him. So going through the break up was finding myself again 
and being myself again without caring about what he would think or my friends would 
think. When I was with him (referring to Benjamin) it was just like alone time, I could 
be myself, it is very easy through a computer. 
 
(Addressing Benjamin) Do you feel the same, or? 
Benjamin: Yeah, I think so, yeah. Going to parties and stuff. When you were younger 
you would always be drunk when finally meeting a girl and then the instinct takes 
over. You don’t think about “oh it would be interesting to get to know this person” 
it’s more about you know, something else. So it’s really easy to go on the internet and 
there’s a screen between so you don’t have to, you know, break the ice and have that 
awkward moment of trying to get to know someone without knowing how to talk to 
this person. But it was very superficial in the beginning we were talking about 
cultures and other things, completely other things than ourselves. And then it came 
with the nightlife and this and that, and after a very long time it became more than 
that. It is a nice way to get to know people, because it’s much easier. Also writing is 
much easier than talking actually, you can write so many things that you can’t talk 
about because, it takes so long time to talk about those things. Writing is nice. When 
you have written something you can look at it, is this nice and this and that. So it is 
nice instead of talking. 
 
Yes, and when did you decide to maybe talk on the phone, or meet? 
Benjamin: Very long time. 
Sofia: Yeah it was, uhm.. The day that Michael Jackson died. Because we were 
talking about it in the facebook, and it was on television. So, it was like, we were 
talking a lot about it. Then he was like “hey, why don’t you download skype and we 
can talk on skype” and I was like “yeah, sure”. And then we started talking on skype 
where you can see each other. 
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Was it weird or fun or? 
Sofia: Hmm, no, I don’t know. I mean it was really exciting, and I remember you 
(addressing Benjamin) being very shy. You were just staring at the screen, and I was 
like okaay… 
Benjamin: (addressing Sofia) Yeah you were not shy. 
Sofia: No I was not shy, I remember it was so cute. We were talking and stuff and you 
can see when the other person is writing on the screen, and then he send a message 
that he thought I was very pretty. So it was like, you know about the thing that it is 
easier to write and to say stuff. It was easier to write it even though we were also 
talking. 
Benjamin: Yeah I like more sms’es and talking on the phone, because you can look at 
them and remember them. There is something with the written word 
Sofia: Yeah that’s right. 
Benjamin: It is nice, somehow, in the beginning at least. 
 
So when you met, was there any of the awkwardness that you talked about, even 
though you’ve been talking for so long? 
Benjamin: I think I had it, but she was not awkward or shy. 
 
And would you say that, that is based on personality? 
Benjamin: Yes, I guess. Mexicans are very open, very warm people and very loving 
people. people from the Faroes are opposite. 
Sofia: But it was not awkward. 
Benjamin: No not awkward, but I was very shy at least, compared to you I think but I 
manned up and you know… 
 
That’s cute. And did you feel like when you met both of you, since you hadn’t 
had any face to face contact before, did you feel more connected? Not necessarily 
kissing, but thoughts like “ah his smell is nice, this and that.” 
Benjamin: I think it took a couple of days, in the beginning it was more seeing each 
other. A couple of days I guess. 
Sofia: Yeah more than that, I think. 
 
But did it confirm the chemistry that you had, well since you are together now it 
probably did but how? 
Benjamin: I thought she was interesting, Mexico is very interesting, it is interesting 
coming from a very small place and see all the different things. Also her life was very 
different than mine. Very interesting, but you don’t love someone after two days. 
That’s something else, or that’s what I think at least. I don’t think people can love 
each other without knowing each other and going through some hard times. Getting 
through some hard times. 
Sofia: (Addressing Benjamin) Yeah I think, not because I didn’t love you when I 
married you, but ehm. 
Benjamin: Yeah it was also very early. 
Sofia: It was early, and also because we had to. 
 
Was it for practical reasons? The marriage. 
Sofia: Yeah, we uhm. He spend one and a half month in my country and then we had 
the seperate time that was in October, and then all of November we were not together. 
And then in December I went to the faroe islands and I was there for three months 
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and then we got married in I think, March. Because otherwise I had to go back to my 
country. 
 
So, it was a make it or break it situation? 
Sofia: Yeah. 
Benjamin: Yeah, I was a trainee so I didn’t have money to buy tickets again. They 
were 15.000 krones. 
Sofia: It was yeah, it worked out because we had a really nice time, it was not 
awkward. 
Benjamin: It stopped quite fast. 
Sofia: Yeah it stopped being awkward in Mexico. I think for the first couple of days it 
was more getting through it. 
Benjamin: More with your parents and uncles being there and they were so excited. 
And you were so excited coming down from your room. Yeah they are like that 
Mexicans. With the family so close. So they all come and look “what’s going on 
here?” (giggles) that’s very funny. 
 
So if you should say in short, just your thoughts, what was the difference 
between your online relationship and your actual relationship when meeting? 
How were the feelings inside? 
Sofia: Hmm. I think when we met, it kinda, yeah it did confirm that we really liked 
each other. And yeah holding hands, going together and like all the things that you do 
when you are dating normally. I think it made it stronger, the feeling, not the love 
feeling but just the fact that we liked each other. And not just, I mean you can like 
each other, and then, you can be friends, so.. Like we were on facebook, we liked each 
other and we saw each other through the camera and we thought we liked the other 
one. But it is not until you are with them that you say “ok.“ 
 
That there is a romantic spark? 
Sofia: Yeah, exactly. So that would be the difference. 
 
What do you think is the biggest advantage of dating on cyberspace? 
Sofia: I think that there are a lot of advantages. The writing part. You can talk about 
things without being awkward. Or for example, now a days it’s like, for a couple of 
days and then you go to the next step. The kissing step, the sleeping together step. And 
being online gives you the opportunity to know the other one more, and to talk about 
other kinda things, specific things or family things. You just talk and it is less 
superficial, less forced. 
 
And did you feel there was any shame in meeting online,  I mean considering 
that even twenty years ago it was taboo to go online and find love. Have you had 
any thoughts about that? 
Sofia: I think it depends where you are and depends.. For example I don’t know. It’s 
just in the faroes they are a bit squared. 
Benjamin (interrupts): Behind. 
Sofia: Yeah so for them thinking about somebody, a couple that met online. It was you 
know. She’s a hooker, she’s a golddigger. She’s ehm.. Stuff like that, so. 
Benjamin: They are still like that. They are so far behind that they still think that. The 
men that didn’t find some girl on the islands. So then they get that. Many still think 
that. 
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So it is taboo and there is gossiping? 
Benjamin: Yeah they don’t say anything like that to me but they said it. I know this 
guy who found a girl from the philippines, and he is I mean ehm. His physical 
appearance is not very lucky or something. He is quite chubby. So he found someone 
from the philippines. So it is to get some sex without going to a hooker and he didn’t 
admit. But he is not the smartest person, he kinda said it by mistake or something. So 
for many men in my country they end up doing that instead of something else. It’s 
yeah. I don’t know if I should tell you that but… Yeah but it is taboo in my country. 
Many men do it and I don’t think they, yeah that are not that many girls the same age 
on the island. It’s so tiny, there are two thousand less women and there are only 
48.000 people. The whole country. 
 
Okay, so you are almost bound to go elsewhere. 
Benjamin: Yeah people are different and interesting too from other countries, right? I 
mean it’s not just the same. In the city people are almost just the same. And they like 
the same things pretty much, right? It’s not different people, I think the net is good for 
that. 
Sofia: I don’t know with this taboo thing, I don’t know sometimes you can get tired of 
it. “Oh where did you meet?” Online, “Oh reaaally?” It’s like uhm, so.. 
 
But it is interesting that so many people now a days actually have online profiles, 
but still people are sometimes nervous to talk about it. 
Sofia: Yeah I think it depends. If people are asking, or how they are asking, I don’t 
know. I feel like when they ask about it in some way I just say I met him randomly, 
and sometimes he would just say “she fell from the sky.” (everyone giggle) Yeah 
because it’s just, people ask too many questions. And I don’t know sometimes it feel 
like they are, ehm, on your face all the time, right? So sometimes you just don’t 
answer the questions. 
 
Okay, understandable. So some last words. What would you describe as love, for 
you personally? 
Sofia: You know it’s like that we are best friends, and we are a couple and do couple 
things and this and that and marriage and all of these adult grown up things that you 
are supposed to do. But it’s like a best friend. You go and say whatever you have to 
say without fear of him judging you, or.. I don’t know. 
Benjamin:You can be yourself, I think that is important. That you don’t need to 
change yourself too much to be with someone. Because then you are not yourself 
anymore and the person didn’t like you. The person just changed you. Of course some 
horrible defects, that’s okay. we fixed some stuff with each other. We know that, we 
think it’s funny, but yeah. Have fun with the differences, because people are so 
different. 
Sofia: Yeah and I think when we are from totally different places, not only places, but 
continent-wise. The differences are just huge, huge, huge. Like there is a space 
between us, culturally speaking, and is very hard to overcome sometimes because we 
were just raised differently and it is very hard to deal with those things. And to accept 
those things and know that you cannot change them… 
 
But the connection you have helps overcome those barriers, or? 
Sofia: Yeah I think.. uhm.. We Have been together for what five years so... 
 
Okay thank you so much, is there anything else you would like to add? 
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Sofia: I have something you can decide to use it or not to use it, cause I remember I 
told you about the story that I told him about us meeting. Because remember. I don’t 
remember if I told you about that. Because when we met online, I was studying and I 
was studying philosophy about Plato. So that story… 
 
Aristophanes, and what he said? 
Sofia: Yeah, and I told Benjamin that, and it was only online we hadn’t met or 
anything. But we were like so, we were connecting so good that uhm, and that story 
came so I just told him that “ hey this story blablabla, with the parts, so maybe it is 
you are the one that I lost.” So yeah, I don’t know I used that, I actually used that to 
hook up Benjamin, I used Plato. 
 
(Everyone giggles) 
 
I1: Okay, thank you for your time. I2: Yes, thank you. 
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Appendix C 
 
 
Interviewee: Ricco 
Age: 21 
Nationality: Italian 
 
We will start with general question and we want to ask you if you could describe 
love in one word, what it would be: 
Ricco: Happiness. 
 
And how do you feel love is different from cyber-love? 
Ricco: Love, You can exchange feelings and emotion with another person right next 
to your side, if you are crying or you sad or happy you wanna show something you 
just… tell it. You don’t open the computer, skype, face-time or whatever technologies 
now and you tell people that.. it’s really impersonal cyber love, in my opinion. 
 
What is your general attitude towards love, what has your experience been? 
Ricco: That is wide question. 
 
It is but, if you could just… describe it and hmmm… We are more like aiming, 
for what is your general opinion of this phenomenon, of love, like… 
Ricco: Cyberlove? or … just… 
 
Just the ordinary one, offline. 
Ricco: It can happen and you can manage to create the situation, so I.... I’ve mostly 
been asked from girls, because I make some photographs etc etc,  so many girls ask 
for me for a photo shoot etc. with second aim, but I think that love in general can be 
created and can be felt really from the people that you just meet and you just know 
that she is the one. 
 
Yeah, yeah. And do you believe that it is possible to fall in love without meeting, 
actually meeting in real life? 
Ricco: Yeah, yeah. But, but of course you can fall in love but you have to meet for 
continue, in my opinion of course, to continue the relation, you cannot base the total 
relation and marriage etc. online. You can’t really 
 
Now we want to move, move on to your cyber-dating experience and I’ll ask you 
questions about that. On which platform did you meet each other? 
Ricco: It’s on Facebook. 
 
On Facebook, ok, and for how long did you communicate before you met? 
Ricco: I think that I saw her setting, like changing profile pictures or something like 
that and it just, I said liked it and it started like that and I continued to put likes on 
her pages and she replied with likes on mine and I started write comments and then 
we chatted. 
 
So you were actually friends before on Facebook and then because of picture you 
started talking. For how long did you talk? around…. 
Ricco: It was 6 months. 
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6 months before you actually met in person? 
Ricco: Yeah. 
 
Did you find it easier to open up to that person because you were like behind the 
screen?  Snd not actually face to face ? 
Ricco: Probably. Probably. It was just a try: “hmm, yeah, you are cute” sent. That’s 
nothing in it. “Yeah, thanks.” nothing like close response. hahahaha. I said ok, I tried 
it. But she was like “Oh, thanks, you too.” that was preferred response, so that was it, 
the connection was … 
 
But while you were talking, you actually felt secured because you were not 
actually talking to her face to face but behind the your computer? 
Ricco: yeah but as I told you, yes I thought it, I was secured that a cold answer won’t 
be a problem, she was just a girl reading my comments and just replying thanks or 
whatever. So I was pretty secured about it. 
 
And how did you feel when somebody asked you how did you meet her or how 
did it happen with her, how did you actually meet. 
Ricco: How we met? 
 
No, I mean, how did you feel when somebody asked you about it, about your 
situation about how you met… 
Ricco: That actually didn’t happen. Hmmm, I have best friend of course whom I told 
everything about and he said: “oh cool for you.” hahaha That’s was the only person I 
refer to, it was cyber dating and I’m not spread the voice to everyone. haha but It was 
just like fun and trying so… so I think that was just it. 
 
And what was the first time experience, when you actually met her in person? 
Ricco: I felt little weird, of course, because after meeting person online and then 
deciding to be your girlfriend and boyfriend online and then you meet her, a person 
was like at first sight it was little bit weird between us, because it wasn’t like, “Oh 
yeah I know you, come here and hug me.” it was like “Hi, err long time. Yeah, it has 
been a long time.” so I think, weird at a first sight. 
 
And what was the difference meeting face-to-face compared to the online 
interaction? 
Ricco: As I told you the emotions and the talk was totally different. 
 
Can you actually describe your feelings? How was it when you actually talked 
online and when you actually saw her, it was weird at first, but how about your 
feelings… 
Ricco: I liked it, I was happy afterwards, because I was meeting the person that I’ve 
been talking to her for a time and then actually thought I could like, so I said “yay, 
finally I can do t stuff that boyfriend and girlfriend do normally.” soo. 
 
And other than the psychical presence of the two of you  and just to read body 
language and all of that, was the connection still the same as it was online ? 
Ricco: err, what is the connection? Because online it was, online or offline the 
connection between two people? 
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I mean, ahh, when you, when you actually talked online, I guess you had 
connection (yeah yeah of course), because you were talking to person for a long 
time. Then when you actually met, was it the same? Did you actually feel the 
same? 
Ricco: No. I felt the same and probably she did too, but the things we were saying 
online, never had been said person to person. For example, we said online:”I love 
you. You are the only one.” and bla bla bla (hahaha) and face-to-face, in the first 
appointment, of course, I am just talking about first appointment, we couldn’t 
managed, managed, to say I love you, yet, so.. 
 
So you would say that the connection was not really the same. 
Ricco: No, not really the same. 
Aha, okay. And how would you describe your relationship before and after 
meeting? 
Ricco: My relationship? 
 
Yes, your relationship. 
Ricco: We were friends on Facebook, so anyone can be and then little bit closer 
friends and then boyfriend and girlfriends, we were actually together. 
 
Ah and once you met what was the thing or the sparkle or whatever you say it, to 
name that actually confirmed your feelings to, towards her. 
Ricco: The way she looked like of course and … yeah. 
 
So, so her physical appearance. 
Ricco: Yeah pretty much it. 
 
And what would you say is the biggest advantage and the biggest disadvantage of 
dating through a cyber space. 
Ricco: Disadvantage is that you don’t have a person next to your side and probably 
advantage is that, I cannot see the advantage in it. But of course you have wider 
range of possibilities online, but it’s not advantage I think. In my opinion, you cannot 
have advantages in doing that online. 
 
No, like actually having girlfriend online? 
Ricco: Yeah, because if you are having girlfriend online it means that it is far away 
from you and it is not an advantage, it’s just… sucks. 
 
And we actually want to point out and you told me that when you met her face-
to-face it was weird. We want to, hmmm, present, not present but I want to ask 
you about the change that it happened. You told me that it was weird and 
awkward first, but ahh you were together for some time actually in person and 
meeting and being with her and all that. Was it like a huge change from the 
online to the offline? 
Ricco: Yeah. It was, it was totally. It was mixed feeling inside me and inside her that 
we cannot actually go out and show, ahh, so if we had probably more time spent 
together, more dates, it could actually became something serious. Being online, we 
just expressed our feeling impersonally. It’s yeah wasn’t, didn’t went that well. 
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But you, you told me that it didn’t actually work with her, and you are not with 
her right now (no, I am not), in a relationship. Why do you think this happened, 
was it because of your, of not a chemistry being there or because of the situation? 
orr… ? 
Ricco: As I told you, it was a chemistry, even though at a beginning it was awkward, 
but after, we were like I wanted us to be, but the problem was the distance and even 
though we were chatting online, she was not near me, she was not by my side and so 
that was the most problem and talking online is not having a girlfriend. 
 
So you would say that the problem is not, it was’nt, that you just didn’t feel the 
connection with her when you met, but after you just felt like it won’t work in 
the distance. 
Ricco: Yeah. 
 
Like that. 
Ricco: Yeah. 
 
Okay, And before the cyber-dating case you just described, did you experience 
any other on a cyber-space? Any other experience or … 
Ricco: Hmm connection with love or just? 
 
Yeah. Because…. 
Ricco: I had another one, but it was a Canadian and I have never met her. 
 
Aahh okay. 
Ricco: It was just a yeah. 
 
Would you say that you had negative experience with your cyber-dating? 
Ricco: The err which one now? 
 
Both, like in general, did you ever had negative experience when you are on 
cyber space dating? 
Ricco: I did it just two times, so I do not had it, but with the Canadian, it was just 
chatting and it just shaded/changed. Chatting, Chatting, Chatting for a period and 
then yeah, I fall for a girl that was near me so it just… 
 
So it just faded. 
Ricco: Yeah. 
 
I1: Aha, do you anything else to…? I2: No I don’t think so. I1: And do you think 
like your relationship, the second one, with the girl that you actually met, would 
have developed differently, if you from the start met her face to face and you 
were together and all that. 
Ricco: Yeah. 
 
How would you feel it would be different? 
Ricco: Because you implement that we are actually near each other, like not distance 
or… so I think that thing we had, it could develop in a different way and we could 
describe our feeling not online, because everyone is… has a easier access to 
computer and just can write it down, you can write everything you want but telling 
	   70	  
another person, what you feel is totally different. So if we met and talked and we 
actually used to word to describe it, was different than just finger typed something. 
 
Okay. And do you have anything else to add or to say, because we don’t have any 
more questions, but if you want to add something, then… 
Ricco: I don’t think so… When I came home, I was happy, I was happy though that I 
met her actually. But I knew it couldn’t work it out, because it was except of money 
that it cost a much to travel, it was not a real girlfriend. 
 
Yeah. Actually, sorry just so, you said that distance was kind of a problem. So 
she was from the same country she was just from different city? 
Ricco: She was, yeah, but Italy is very long, so (B: yeah yeah) yeah it was like 400 km 
and something with the car. 
 
Ok, but can you or what is your opinion? For example on this, cyber-dating do 
you think that it can be… can be kind of the tool of shorting a distances between 
people, because you also mentioned that you were chatting with that girl from 
Canada, what is your opinion like using the technology and  … 
Ricco: Yeah, but you can cyber-date on short distances, but that’s how your love 
can’t continue, because if you use the internet to met a person that is near you, it’s 
fine, but you have to develop the relation with person not between the internet, so it 
will be, it can be a tool to use for short distance relationship, but you need to develop 
the relation person by person, face to face, and not online, then it can be just too 
impossible. 
 
I1: I don’t think we have more questions, I2: No I don’t have anything else. A: I 
think that is all. Thank you very much! 
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APPENDIX D 
 
This interview was conducted online. 
Interviewee: Fatma 
Age: 25 
Nationality: Iraqi 
 
Can you introduce yourself? 
Fatma: I’m a 25 year old woman, married with two kids under 3 years old. 
 
How old were you when you tried online-dating/meeting someone online? 
Fatma: It happened a long time ago... Let me think I think I was 17 and he was 
around 21 or 22... 
 
On what platform did you two meet? 
Fatma: We actually met each other on a chat room. It was called ofir.dk. I went there 
from time to time to pass time. One day I started talking to him and we talked for 
hours. (Do you remember what you two talked about?) (laughs) no but I guess 
about personal things. Back then there was something that everybody asked on chat 
rooms sometimes even before saying hello! It was ‘asl’ it means ‘age, sex, location’. 
 
How long did you communicate online before you met him in person? 
Fatma: We chatted for a couple of months I think before he suggested we should meet 
in person so we could get to know each other better. Yeah it was his suggestion. I 
hadn’t seen a picture or anything of him you know... there was no Facebook or Skype 
back then. We met each other by the beach there was a beach near where I lived 
(Faaborg) we took a long walk we didn’t want anyone to see us together. I come from 
a very conservative family that’s why we met on the beach (laughs) nobody in my 
family goes to the beach.(laughs) 
 
Do you think it was easier to communicate online where you didn’t see each 
other or offline face to face? 
Fatma: Hmm I think it was easier online. I’m shy maybe that’s why… maybe because 
I wasn’t attracted to him. 
 
What was the first thing that went through your head when you met him in 
person? 
Fatma: He wasn’t the guy    I had in mind (pictured). I had butterflies in my stomach 
and my heart was beating fast but not because I was excited but because it was the 
first time I was meeting him! A stranger!! The first time I went out with a boy. 
 
Why do you think your chemistry was different offline than online? 
Fatma: Hmm I don’t know I just remember that I felt better by talking to him online 
than face to face... 
 
What made you agree to meet him in person? 
Fatma: He was very sweet and a nice guy. I was curious about him.. who or what he 
looks like in real life. I actually didn’t have a lot of expectations... For me the fact that 
he was a good listener was important. I needed someone to talk to and now that I 
think maybe I just needed the opposite sex to talk to me. (laughs) you know I took 
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psychology for a semester! (Laughs) But yes he was very caring since he gave me a 
lot of love. The reason why it didn’t work out was because he wanted us to meet many 
times during the week and that was impossible for me at the time. I lost my trust in 
him, couldn’t stand to be with him, I felt more comfortable writing to him. I was 
nervous when we were together but as soon as we said goodbye and we both went our 
separate ways I calmed down. Never missed seeing him I clearly remember that. After 
a while he got more and more dependent on me and was really in love with me and 
wanted us to see (meet up) but I felt nothing towards him. Especially after I met him. 
That’s why I broke up with him because I couldn’t carry on like that. (What about 
his physical appearance?) Not my type no he was a little shorter than me. Generally 
i didn't find him good looking. I think that and he was very dependent of me ruined 
things but I was relieved because I didn't have feelings for him. 
 
What is love to you now? 
Fatma: To me love is my husband and kids. I love them very much, when they tell me 
they love me it’s like I’m drowning in love. I live for them. 
 
How did you meet your husband? Was it online? 
Fatma: No, we were actually neighbors. Yes he lived right next to us and we also 
went to the same high school. We were dating… well… it was mostly texting and 
talking to the phone, but we met a few times secretly. We did this for over five years 
before we got engaged. When he first came after me [pursued] me I wasn’t interested 
at all! I thought he was a loser because he… his friends were not my cup of tea. I had 
just moved to the city and I was new at the school. I didn’t like him in the beginning 
but he changed my mind. 
 
 
 
